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PROGRAM 


NEW  ENGLAND  CONFERENCE 
OH 

THE  1939  CONSERVATION  PROGRAM 
Ashworth  Hotel 

Hampton  Beach,  New  Hampshire, 
May  26  and  27,  1938. 

( Standard  Time  used  throughout) 


Purposes:  The  conference  has  two  main  purposes: 

1.  To  pool  experience  with  and  thinking  8,bout  the 
conservation  programs  of  1936,  1937  and  1938  in 
order  to  provide  a  starting  point  for  the  work 
of  developing  the  1939  program. 

There  will  he  no  effort  to  arrive  at  program 
recommendations.  They  should  come  later  from  the 
separate  States. 

2.  To  work  out  a  procedure  to  suggest  for  use  within 
States  in  bringing  together  the  State  recommenda¬ 


tions  . 


Thur s'day ,  May  2  6 » 


9:45  a.m. 

Appointments: 

1.  Committee  to  recommend  steps  in  formulating 
the  1939  program. 

3”.  Chairmen  of  commodity  groups. 

11:00  to  lunch  hour, 
and  1:00  to  4;00  p.m. 

Reports  for  the  six  Hew  England  States. 

Subject:  Programs  of  1936,  1937  and  1938,  and  suggestions 

for  1939,  including  participation,  accomplishments, 
present  and  probable  future  effects,  farmer 
attitudes  and  relationships, 

5 : 30  p .  m , 

Dinner . 

Greetings  from  Pennsylvania,  Hew  Jersey,  and  Hew  York. 

Talk:  National  Economic  Policy  and  the  Part  of 

Agricultural  Policy  in  It  ...... .Administrator  Tolley. 

Friday,  May  27. 

8:00  a.m. 

Suggestions  from  the  Hardwick  Study  .  Mr.  Westcott. 

8:45  a.m. 

Conferences  of  special  groups:  Dairy,  potato,  vegetable, 
fruit,  forestry. 


Friday,  May  27  (Cont.) 


Luncheon. 


12:30  m. 


Reports  hy  chairmen  of  commodity  groups. 


1:30  p.m. 


Report  of  Committee  on  steps  in  formulating  1939  program 


2:45  p.m. 

Final  suggestions  and  announcements. 


3:00  p.m. 


Adj  ournnent . 
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CONFERENCE  OF  DEVELOPMENT  OF  A  PROGRAM  FOR  AGRICULTURE"  ~  ' 
UNDER  THE  SOIL  CONSERVATION  AND  DOMESTIC  ALLOTMENT  ACT 
NEW  YORK,  N,  Y.  ,  MARCH  9,  10,  and  11 

Farmers,  farmers'  representatives  and  those  concerned  with 
administration  problems  have  been  invited  to  attend  this  and  other 
regional  conferences  to  advise  and  assist  officials  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  on  the  development  of  a  national 
agricultural  program  for  1936  under  the  provisions  of  the  Soil 
Conservation  and  Domestic  Allotment  Act. 

The  list  of  states  represented  in  the  invitations  issued  for 
the  New  York  City  conference  includes  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Maine, 
Maryland,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont  and  West  Virginia. 

Among  those  invited  to  attend  the  conference  from  each  of  the 
states  of  this  region  are  representative  farmers,  representatives  of 
the  leading  farm  organi zations ,  representatives  of  the  Land  Grant 
Colleges,  State  Commissioners  of  Agriculture,  State  Supervisors  of 
Vocational  Agricultural  Education,  and  editors  of  the  leading  farm 


journals . 


Secretary  of  Agriculture  Henry  A.  Wallace  will  attend  the  New 
York  City  conference  at  some  time  before  it  is  concluded.  The  group 
of  officials  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  which  wall 
be  in  attendance  throughout  the  New  York  City  conference  is  headed  by 
B.  R.  Tolley,  who  as  Director  of  the  Planning  Division  of  the  AAA 
aided  in  working  out  the  Adjustment  programs  and  is  consultant  in 
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developing  the  new  plan.  This  group  also  includes  A*  G-.  Black, 

Chief  of  the  Bureau  <®f  Agricultural  Economics  and  Robert  K. 
McConnaughey ,  of  the  legal  Division,  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture;  and  W.  p.  Callander,  J.  B.  Hutson  and  Jesse  W*  Tapp  of 
the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration. 

It  is  expected  that  the  first  day  of  the  conference  will  be 
devoted  to  consideration  of  the  agricultural  situation,  provisions 
of  the  Soil  Conservation  and  Domestic  Allotment  Act,  and  features 
of  the  program  to  be  developed  for  1936.  It  is  expected  that  com¬ 
mittees  to  consider  the  problems  peculiar  to  the  various  commodities 
and  regions  will  be  formed,  and  that  their  recommendations  will  be 
requested. 

In  general,  the  Soil  Conservation  and  Domestic  Allotment  Act 
provides  for  preservation  and  improvement  of  national  soil  resources, 
reestablishment  and  maintenance  of  farmers*  purchasing  power,  assurance 
of  adequate  supplies  of  foods  and  fibers  for  consumers,  and  the  pro** 
tection  of  rivers  and  harbors  against  the  effects  of  soil  erosion. 

Temporary  Federal  aid  in  the  form  of  payments  direct  to 
individual  farmers  to  assist  voluntary  action  by  them,  designed  to 
accomplish  the  soil  conservation  purposes,  is  authorized  until  state 
plans  are  ready  or  until  January  1,  1938.  Commencing  in  1938,  grants 
will  be  made  only  to  states,  upon  approval  of  state  programs  by  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 
These  state  plans  are  to  include  as  a  principal  objective  the  reestab¬ 
lishment  of  £armers 1  purchasing  power,  and  may  provide  for  production 


control 
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Under  the  temporary  plan  of  Federal  aid,  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  is  authorized  to  make  soil  conservation  payments  to 
producers  measured  by  (l)  their  treatment  or  use  of  land  for  soil 
restoration,  conservation,  or  erosion  prevention,  (2)  changes  in  the 
use  of  their  land,  and  (3)  the  domestic  allotment  of  one  or  more 
designated  commodities.  Productivity  of  the  land  affected,  measured 
by  changes  in  use  of  land  or  treatment  of  land  for  soil  conservation, 
is  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  making  payments* 

The  Act  contains  a  requirement  that  the  interests  of  share- 
croppers,  tenants,  and  small  producers  be  protected,  and  tenants  and 
share-croppers  are  specifically  included  in  the  Act  as  agricultural 
producers. 

The  Act  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  utilize 
county  and  community  committees  of  agricultural  producers  in  carrying 
out  its  provisions* 

The  August,  1909-July  1914  balance  between  agricultural  and 
lion-agricultural  living  standards,  as  measured  by  the  relative  pur¬ 
chasing  power  of  the  net  income  per  person  on  farms  and  the  income 
per  person  not  on  farms,  is  the  objective  in  reestablishing  and  main¬ 
taining  farm  income. 

Authorization  is  included  for  the  use  of  funds  for  expansion 
of  domestic  and  foreign  markets  or  for  seeking  new  markets  for 
agricultural  commodities  or  for  removal  or  disposition  of  agricultural 
surpluses. 

Provision  for  administration  by  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Ad¬ 
ministration  is  contained  in  the  Act. 
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Under  the  permanent  policy  providing  grants  to  states,  which 
may  he  made  immediately  upon  approval  of  state  plans,  the  state  plans 
must  include  provisions  for  a  state  administrative  agency  authorized 
hy  the  state  and  agreed  upon  hy  the  Secretary  and  the  Sta.te  concerned. 
State  plans  must  also  include  provisions  for  participation  hy  county 
and  community  committees  or  associations  of  producers  organized  for 
the  purpose,  and  provisions  for  submitting  such  reports  as  the 
Secretary  finds  necessary  to  assure  that  the  plan  is  being  carried  out. 

The  Act  has  been  passed  by  both  houses  of  Congress  and  signed  by 
the  'rP resident.  This  and  other  regional  conferences  are  intended  to 
assist  in  rapid  development  of  a  program. 

-  0  - 


Regional  Conference 
under 

Soil  Conservation  and 


on  Proposed  Prog 
Domestic  Allotment j Act 


ifc  of  Agriwdtuj 


New  York,  New  York 
March  9,  10,  11. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON 

DETERMINATION  OF  DASES  AN~fc~  COMDTtTqNS  OF  PAYMENT 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 
Ve rmont 
Massachusett s 
Rhode  Island 
Connecticut 
New  York 
New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Maryland 
Delaware 
West  Virginia 


Chairman  -  Director  Baker  (N.  J.) 

Washburn,  Smith,  Beck 
Putnam 

Bailey,  Varney 

Davis,  Watson,  Belden,  Mighell,  Warner,  Shepard 
Manchester 

Lewis,  Gold,  Christensen,  Middaugh 

Wickham,  Hart,  Mar quart,  Chapin 

Agans, ' Snyder,  Waller,  Elliott,  Starkey 

French,  Smith,  Moffet,  Olson 

Nuttle ,  Copeland,  Linton 

Harvey  Wilson,  R.  Gaston 

Humphrey,  Stockdale 


The  Committee  on  determination  of  bases  and  conditions  of 
payment  submits  the  following  recommendations  for  the  consideration 
of  the  conference.  In  drafting  this  report,  the  Committee  has 
attempted  to  recommend  only  such  conditions  and  rates  of  payment 
as  will  result  in  placing  land  in  such  uses  as  are  warranted  in 
terms  of  a  sound  long-time  soil  conservation  and  land  use  program 
for  the  individual  farm;  and  specifically  urges  that  no  payments 
be  made. which  will  keep  or  place  land  in  a  different  land  use 
classification  than  would  be  dictated  by  a  sound  long-time  land 
utilization  program. 

Classification  of  Crops.  The  plan  recommended  for  the  1936 

program  would  require  that  all 
crops  be  classified  into  3  groups: 

1.  Soil  depleting  crops 

2.  Soil  maintaining  crops 

3.  Soil  improving  crops 

II.  oases  of  Payment  Payments  would  be  made  on  three  classes 

performance:  first,  land  shifted  from 
soil  depleting  to  soil  maintaining  or  soil  (improving  crops;  second, 
land  shifted  i  rom  soil  maintaining  to  soil  improving  crops;  and. 
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third,  approved  soil  improvement  and  conservation  practices  carried 
out  on  farm  land  as  stipulated  in  this  report, 

IH»  Determinations  for  Individual  Farms. 

1,  It  will  be  necessary  to  determine  the  base  acreage  for 
each  participating  farm  for  such  of  the  following  crops  as  are 
grown  on  the  farm: 

a)  Tobacco 

b)  Potatoes 

c)  Truck  Crops  (separating  canning  and  market  crops) 

d)  Other  soil  depicting  crops 

e)  Soil  maintaining  crops 

f)  Soil  improving  crops 

1935  acreages  shall  be  used  as  the  bases,  with  such  adjustments 
as  are  necessary  to  correct  for  abnormal  conditions  in" 1935,  The 
total  of  the  base  acreages  established  for  a  farm  shall  equal 
the  total  land  used  for  field  crops  in  1935  as  modified  above 
excluding  pasture, 

2,  Also  required  will  bo  the  nrraal  yield  per  acre  for 
each  farm  for  such  of  the  following  crops  as  are  grown  on  the  farm: 

a)  Tobacco 

b)  Potatoes 

c)  The  principal  crop  grown  on  the  farm  of 
the  group  designated  as  other  soil 
depleting  crops 

d)  Hay,  excluding  alfalfa 

3,  The  third  requirement  will  bo  a  productivity  rating 
of  land  devoted  to  truck  crops,  related  to  average  for  the  state. 

IV.  Rates  of  Payment. 

1.  Payment  for  shifting  land  from  soil  depleting  crops 
tc  soil  maintaining  crops  shall  depend  upon  the  particular  crop 
or  group  of  crops  fr?m  which  such  land  is  shifted,  as  follows: 

Tobacco:  for  each  acre  shifted,  payment  of  20  per 
cent  of  normal  market  value  per  pound 
times  the  average  tobacco  yield  for  the 
farm.  Maximum  acreage  for  payment  shall 
bo  30  per  cent  of  tho  base,  or  one  acre, 
whichever  is  larger, 

Potattes:  for  each  acre  shifted,  payment  of  20  per 
cent  of  normal  market  value  for  the  state, 
times  the  average  potato  yield  for  the  farm. 
Maximum  acreage  for  payment  shall  bo  10  per 
cent  of  base,  or  one  acre,  whichever  is  larger. 
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TTmoi:  Drops:  the  average  rate  of  payment  would  be 

20  per  cent  of  the  1932-35  average  value 
per  acre,  for  the  state  of  canning  or 
market  crops,  as  the  case  may  be,  adjusted 
or  productivity  for  the  farm*  In  the  case 
of  states  for  which  no  average  value  is 
reported,  use  the  average  for  New  England 
or  other  Northeastern  states,  whichever  is 
applicablo.  Maximum  acreage  for  payment 
shall  be  10  per  cent  of  base,  or  one  acre, 
whichever  is  larger. 

Others  Soil  Depvl^ting  Crops : 

for  each  acre  shifted,  pay  #10  per  acre, 
adjusted  as  the  normal  yield  for  principal 
crop  of  this  group  grown  on  the  farm  varies 
from  the  avorago  yield  for  the  region  for 
the  same  crop.  Maximum  acreage  for  payment 
shall  be  15  per  cent  of  base,  or  2  acres, 
whichever  is  larger* 

If  land  is  shifted  from  any  of  the  above  soil  depleting  crops 
to  a  soil  improving  crop,  the  rate  of  payment  per  acre  shall  be  #5 
greater  than  that  stated  above,  with  the  same  limit  on  acreage 
eligible  for  payment, 

2.  Payment  for  shifting  land  fr»m  a  soil  maintaining  to  a 
soil  improving  crop  shall  average  #5  per  acre,  but  vary  from  farm 
to  farm  as  the  average  hay  yield  on  the  farm,  excluding  alfalfa, 
varies  from  the  average  yield  for  the  region*  The  maximum  acreage 
eligible  x or  such  payment  shall  be  20  per  cent  of  the  base  acreage 
of  soil  maintaining  crops. 

3.  Payments  for  carrying  out  any  of  the  following  specific 
soil  improvement  and  soil  conserving  practices  shall  bo  made  at 
rates  per  acre  of  land  on  which  such  practices  arc  carried  out, 
with  the  rate  varying  according  to  the  particular  practice*  However, 
the  total  of  all  such  payments  for  any  farm  shall  not  exceed  an 
amount  equal  to  #1  per  acre  times  the  base  of  soil  maintaining 
crops,  plus  $1*5C  per  acre  times  the  ba.se  of  soil  improving  crops* 

The  following  practices  and  rates  of  payment  are  recommended: 

Pasture  Improvement:  pay  amount  expended  for  seed,  lime,  and 

fertilizer  used  in  1936  in  accordance 
with  methods  approved  by  the  county 
committee,  with  no  payment  exceeding  #10 
per  acre* 
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-  _  Pores-t  planting:  pav  '  lO  per  acre  for  1936  plantings  to 

trees  of  such  cron  or  pasture  land  ap¬ 
proved  bv  the  countv  committee  as  needing 
such  darting  to  conserve  the  soils  or 
use  tie  land  more  ecor omicallv.  Plantings 
to  be  in  accordance  with  good  forest  practice, 
approved  b'-r  the  committee. 

Orchard  and  Vinevard  Improvement : 

na v  amount  expended  for  lime  and  minerd 
fertd  lizer  used,  in  1936  in  accordance 
vrth  methods  approved  by  the  countv  com¬ 
mittee  with  no  payment  exceeding  *“'10.  per 
acre . 

Removing  woods  and  sugar  orchards  from  pasture  use: 

pav  amount  exnended  for  necessary  fencing 
materials  used  in  1936  bo  exclude  live¬ 
stock  from  woods  and  suoar  orchards  used 
for  pasture  in  1935,  and  approved  by  the 
county  committee  as  needing  such  treatment 
to  conserve  the  soil  or  prevent  or  control 
erosion  and  flooding.  Type  of  materials 
to  be  approved  bv  the  committee. 

Drainage:  .  pay  amount  of  actual  cash  outlay  for  con¬ 

struction  and  repair  of  ditches  and  drains 
or  treatment  of  gullies  or  other  approved 
erosion  control  practices  to  provide  for 
erosion  or  flood  control,  where  approved  by 
the  count'''-  committee  as  to  need  and  practi¬ 
cability  of  the  oroiect  on  the  particular 
farm. 

It  is  recommended  that  reasonable  countv  limits  be  estab¬ 
lished  in  order  to  prevent  inflation  of  any  cron  base. 

it  is  recommended  that  wide  latitude  be  river  State  and 
County  Committees  in  applying  the  gen  ml  principles  of  the  program 
to  individual  cootK  rati  ng  farmers  within  ir  respective  states 
pnd  counties;  provided,  however,  that  sue1-  a ’thorite  bo  exercised 
onlv  under  such,  general  regulations  as  will  insure  the  carrying 
out  of  thu  spirit  and  purposes  of  the  program  and  assure  its 
effectiveness . 


It  is  recommended  that  the  rapes  per  r  ere  r  nd  ma.xim.um  limits 
on  total  payments  provided  in  this  report  be  subiect  to  such  varia¬ 
tion  as  will  result  in  the  balancing  of  the  amount  of  money  avail¬ 
able  with  the  maximum  results  consistent  with  the  purposes  of  the 
Act. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON 
FARMER'S  APPLICATION  OR  WORK  SHEET 
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Chairman  T.  B.  Symons  College  Park,  Md. 

Secretary  Earl  P.  Robinson,  Durham,  N.  H. 

H.  E.  Taylor,  Trenton,  N.  J • 

Spencer  Perrie,  Cranbury,  N.  J. 

W.  E.  Burall,  Frederick,  Md. 

L.  S.  Hartley,  Morgantown,  W.  Va. 
Henry  D.  Jenks,  Cheshire,  Mass. 

Emil  Rauchenstein,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Charles  D.  Lewis,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Henry  Heiland,  Thomasville,  Pa. 
Herbert  P.  King,  Traumansburg,  N.  Y. 
Dana  Smith,  Lyndonville,  Vt. 

A.  M.  Koon,  R.  1,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

A.  D.  Ellsworth,  Broad  Brook,  Conn. 
F.  B.  Day,  Lisbon  Falls,  Maine 
F.  M.  Gum,  Jr.,  Frankford,  Del. 

Fred  J.  Nutter,  Corrinna,  Me. 

F.  B.  Day,  Lisbon  Falls,  Me. 

Perley  Fitts,  Dunham,  N.  H* 

Wm.  G.  Potter,  Lexington,  Mass. 

C.  N.  Clark,  New  Oxford,  Pa, 

L.  E.  Wise,  Jr.,  Baltimore,  Md. 


«  » 


REPORT  OP  .'COM':  ITTEE  ON  ,EARi'iER»S  .  • 

APPLICATION  OR  WORK  SHEET 

Your  Committee  submits  herewith  the  following  forms: 

1.  Registration  form 

2.  Work  Sheet  and  Application  Form  of  Performance 

3.  Certification  Grant  form 

These  forms  are  not  presented  as  finished  products  but 
merely  as  setting  forth  some  of  the  information  necessary  to  the 
carrying  out  of  the  Act  in  the  North  Eastern  states. 

Your  Committee  in  preparing  these  forms  has  assumed  that 
all  persons  executing  a  registration  form  will  be  permitted  to  vote 
in  an  election  to  select  community  and  county  committeemen.  The 
"worksheet1'  will  be  used  first  as  a  basis  for  securing  the  farmers 
representations  of  basic  data  for  the  farm,  second  as  a  basis  for 
advice  from  the  committeemen  and  agricultural  educational  agencies 
and  third  as  a  record  of  the  determinations  and  recommendations  of 
basic  data  by  the  supervisor  and  committeemen. 

The  certification  of  performance  form  would  be  used  to 
establish  the  rate  and  amount  of  payment  to  which  the  farmer  is  en¬ 
titled. 

Your  Committee  strongly  recommends  thrt  in  so  far  as 
practicable,  cooperating  farmers  bo  urged  if  not  required  to  submit 
to  the  committee  a  farm  management  plan  covering  a  period  of  years 
and  showing  what  accomplishments  in  the  way  of  soil  conservation  may 
be  expected  on  the  farm  during  such  period.  Wo  believe  that  wide 
latitude  should  be  accorded  the  several  states  in  this  respect. 
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Your  Committee  recommends  that  if  practicable,  at 
least  some  latitude  bo  accorded  the  several  states  in  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  work  sheets. 

State  Committees  should  fix  dates  for  filing  the  re¬ 
quired  forms. 


State  &  County  Code  &  Serial  Number 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

(Pursuant  to  the  S.  C.  and  D.  A.  Act,  approved  Eehruary  29,  1936.) 

I  wish  to  hecone  a  member  of  the  _ _ _ _ 

County  Soil  Conservation  Association,  to  vote  in  the  election  of  a  community 
committee  representing  the  community  in  which  I  am  farming  in  1936,  and  to 
amply  for  the  services  of  the  Association  in  taking  part  in  the  Soil  Con¬ 
servation  Program  in  1936,  as  provided  in  the  Soil  Conservation  Act,  as 
amended . 

It  is  understood  that  my  signing  of  this  registration  card  does 
not  commit  me  to  make  application  for  a  grant. 


Operator  of  Earn _ _ _ 

(Owner  cash  tenant  or  shar  tenant) 


Addr  e  s  s  _ 

Community  _  County_ 

Acres  in  Earn  i-n  1936 _ . 

Location  or  Legal  Description  of  Earm _ 


Name  of  Landlord  (if  any) _ 

Address  of  Landlord  (if  any) 

Name  of  Agent  (if  any) _ 

Address  of  Agent  (if  any) _ 

Name  of  Tenant _ 

Address  of  Tenant _ 


Signature 


Operator  or  Landlord 


••  V.S  ‘ 


v  i  , 


State  and  County  Code  Number 


WORK  SHEET  AND  APPLICATION 


Kane  of  Earn  Operator 


( Owner  or  tenant) 


P.  0.  Address  of  Operator _ 

Location  of  farm,  town _ 

_ Mi  1  e  s _ f  r  on _ on _ 5&9ad 


SOIL  DEPLETING  CROPS 


SOIL  CONSERVING  CROPS 


Check 

Not  to  he 

Acres  Yield  Normal  Filled  in 

Crop  1935  1935  Acres  Yield  hy  operator) 


Crop 


Check 

Not  to 

Acres  Yield  No rnal  filled 
1935  1935  Acres  Yield  hy  ope] 


TOTAL   TOTAL 


I  hereby  make  application  for  consideration  under  S.  C.  and  D.  A.  Act  and 
certify  that  the  representations  made  in  the  foregoing  table  and  on  the  reverse  si 
hereof  are  correct  to  the  best  of  ny  knowledge  and  belief. 

S  i  gnatur  e _ _ 

Operator 


LIVESTOCK  INVENTORY  SOIL  CONSERVATION  AND  EROSION  CONTROL 

1935  PROGRAM  FOR  1936 

Kind  Nunber  I  intend  to  carry  out  the  following  soil  conservation 

and  erosion  control  program: 

1.  Maintain _ acres  in  soil  conserving  crop  as 

follows : 

a.  _ acres  of _ d, _ acres  of _ 

b.  _ acres  of _ e. _ acres  of _ 

2.  Divert _ acres  from  soil  depleting  to  soil  con¬ 

serving  crops  as  follows: 

a.  _ acres  from _ to _ 

b .  acres  from  to 


Continued 


3.  Improve _ acres  and  pasture  "by  the  following 

method  (describe  in  detail) 


4.  Set  out  forest  trees  on _ acres 

5.  Removal  fruit  trees,  drainage  or  other  conserving 

pract  ice _ acres _ 


■ 


.  . 


. 


' 


' 


(State  and  County  Code  and  Serial  Number) 


CERTIFICATION  OF  PERFORMANCE 

(Pursuant  to  S.  C.  and  D.  A.  Act,  approved  February  29,  1936.) 


I, _ ,  (hereinafter  referred  to  as 


"the  operator")  operating  a  farm  located  in 


Township,  _  County,  _  State, 


_ _ _ miles__ _ f  rom _ 

(hereinafter  referred  to  as  "the  farm") 

I  certify  that  the  information  contained  in  table  I  hereof  is 
correct  and  that  I  have  fully  complied  with  all  of  the  conditions  upon 
which  such  grants  under  the  Act  are  based. 

Signature _ 


( Operator) 


DIVISION  OF  PAYMENT 

Tie,  the  "operator,"  landlord,  cash  tenant,  agent,  and  all 
share  tenants  who  have  an  interest  in  or  right  to  the  proceeds  from 
the  farm  in  1936,  hereby  certify  that  our  respective  interests  in  or 
share  of  such  proceeds  are  as  represented  opposite  our  signatures  be¬ 
low. 


Signature 


Percentage  Interest  in  the  Proceeds 
from  the  farm  in  1936 


SUPERVISOR’S  CERTIFICATION 


I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  inspected  the  farm  and 
determined  that  the  information  contained  in  table  I  hereof  is 
correct . 

Supervisor  _ 

COMMITTEE  CERTIFICATION 

We,  the  Community  and  County  Committees,  hereby  certify  that 
we  have  examined  the  work  sheet,  and  supervisor’s  report  for  the  farm 
and  have  satisfied  ourselves  that  the  information  contained  in  Table  I 
hereof  is  correct.  We  recommend  payment  on  the  basis  of  such  informa¬ 
tion. 

For  Community  Committee  For  County  Committee 


TABLE  I 

Major  source  of  income  from 
Normal  per  acre  yield  of  such  crop 
1.  Normal  acreage  of  soil  depleting  crops  or  practices 
diverted  to  soil  conserving  crops  or  practices 

_  acres 

Rate  per  acre _  Total 

Total  Amount 
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new  York,  New  York  march  9,  10,  11 

REPORT  OF  CCkRITTEE  ON  IARKETING  PROBLSI 
RELATING  To  SOU  CONSERVATION  IROGRAk 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agrloaltaxe 


Name 

w.B.  Duryee 
Harold  J .  Spirw 
Philip  C.  He- Id 
Andrew  L.  Felker 
Henry  A.  Stoddard 
L.3.  Field 
nr nest  R.  Bancroft 
Quentin  Reynolds 
--_lden  R.  wheeler 
i-owarc  H.  Lurphy 

Cecil  Ford 

Burton  K.  Harris 

Samuel  H.  or-  ham 
Robert  C.  i.itchell 
Fied  H.  Sexauer 
j .  A.  Coulter 
h.n.  Rich, 

L.  H.  Brown 
H.R.  To Image 
n.-. .  nenjamin 
i  ....  normelly 
L.v. .  Lull 
C.x .  Norgard 
», , C.  Rpe.rgo 
n ,  im  ,  Re  i  s  t 
T,R.  nrookes 
r , i ,  Grant 
»..L.  lvlowlds 
Ralph  hi Ison 
Vii.T.  Dericks  on 
J.B.  l.cL  ughlin 
killer,  Jr, 
,E.  Lercker 
J  A. .  Tr:  pp 
H.C.  x.eiuhold 


Address 

0  rg-rnizs  tlon 

Trenton,  N.J. 

State  Dept,  of  Agriculture 
keine  Dairymen  As s’ a. 

Sanford,  I.aine 

Wilton,  N.K. 

n.II.  Fruit  Growers. 

Co.,  cord,  ii.H. 

Com.  of  Agriculture 

mellows  Frlls,  Vt. 

Vermont  St-te  Gm  nge 

Vergennas ,  It. 

Vt .  Dairymen  of  N.Y.  kill-:  spied 

Barre ,  It . 

New  -ngl a  no  Dairies. 

Snriugfield,  Lass. 

Eastern  States  Farmers  oxch. 

Cone  ora,  ka-.s 

Boston  mi rkoi  Gardeners  ms'n. 

Boston,  1-ass. 

Corm.  cf  -ri culture  State  of 

L  ssT chusetts . 

nev:  nedf ord ,  Pm-  s s . 

i.j'j  .  i.nw  Bedford  Li lk 
producers  -  ss'n. 

Providence,  A. I. 

Director,  Dept. of  Agriculture 
and  Conservation. 

Suf field,  Conn. 

Com:.  Farm  x.ureau  Federation. 

Southburv,  Co/.n . 

Conn,  kilk  rroducers. 

Hex.  Pork,  x*.P. 

Dairymen’s  no  ague  Coop.  *-ss’n. 

Later  town,  n.'P. 

D  irymen’s  League 

u  'hart ,  --ev  Pork 

xr  *s.  i\.P.  otste  Coop.  Off. 
Poultry  rreeders. 

i.onsev,  nevj  Pork 

xv. Y.  State  Port.  Society. 

Riverhe z n ,  L . I .  i\ . i . 

1. 1.  Cauliflower  ms'n. 

new  P'ork,  n.P. 

x  scific  n  -g  rrocucers. 

new  Tor  , 

x  .cific  •  xrof  ucers. 

lb  ion,  is;-w  Pork 

Sec’y .  Orleans  Co.m'r.  -jCC. 

-lbany,  -  ew  Pork 

n.Y.  of  te  Dept. of  «?r. 

xx  .2 ....  F . 

uover ,  x. .  J  . 

St. te  College ,  xa. 

pr.  nxt .  Service. 

Del  Lr,  PA. 

x,d .  otate  Grange. 

Snow  nill ,  aR  . 

Dover ,  Del. 

St : te  oerfc.  truest ion. 

Lover,  Del. 

St  te  x-o'-ra  of  ..gr. 

Dover ,  Del . 

Bure,  u  cf  norlets. 

Charleston,  ■.  va. 

Co  • .  -  gr. 

Paw  a  av  ,  *>.  • 

.v,  \r.  Rent.  Society. 

L  u;>  1/V.U  ,  —  •  --  • 

Petersburg,  Pa, 


i  ;:c«-  star  Co.  -otacco 

f  t-  ^  >*l 


Growers 


Poultry: 


We  recommend,  that  immediate  consideration  he  given  to  the  stabiliza¬ 
tion  of  the  poultry  industry  through  the  purchase  of  poultry  products  under 
Section  32  of  the  Agriculture  Adjustment  Act  on  an  equitable  basis  with  other 
branches  of  the  livestock  industry,  using  gross  income  figures  compiled  by 
the  U.  S.  Dept,  of  Agriculture  as  a  base,  and  that  persons  receiving  benefit 
payments  under  this  Act  should  not  be  permitted  to  expand  in  the  production, 
of  poultry. 

The  above  recommendations  are  in  conformity  with  the  sentiments 
repeatedly  expressed  by  both  the  Northeastern  Poultry  Producers'  Council  and 
the  Northeastern  Association  of  Poultry  and  Egg  Distributors. 

Dairy ; 

We  recommend  the  policy  of  purchasing  dairy  products  for  relief 
purposes.  Not  only  has  it  been  the  means  of  removing  burdensome  surpluses 
from  the  market  but  it  has  resulted  in  furnishing  to  those  in  need  necessary 
elements  for  growth  and  health  in  a  most  economical  and  palatable  form.  We 
recommend  the  continuation  and  extension  of  dairy,  marketing  agreements  as 
one  of  soundest,  long-time  methods  of  stabilizing  the  dairy  industry.  These 
agreements  should  be  so  drawn  as  to  encourage  the  growth  and  development  of 
producer-owned  and  controlled  cooperative  marketing  organizations. 

We  recommend  that  a  more  intensive  study  be  given  to  the  handling 
of  surpluses  of  agricultural  products  under  the  provisions  of  Section  32 
of  the  Agriculture  Adjustment  Act,  since  some  method  of  this  kind  seems 
necessary  if  agriculture  is  to  be  placed  on  a  parity  of  purchasing  power 
with  industry  and  labor. 

Fruits : 


We  recommend  investigation  by  the  Dept,  of  Agriculture  of  the  pos¬ 
sibilities  of  further  increasing  volume  of  exports  as  provided  for  in  Sec¬ 
tion  32  of  the  Agriculture  Adjustment  Act.  We  believe,  however,  that  ef¬ 
forts  in  this  direction  should  be  made  with  caution,  and  in  cooperation  with 
the  nations  to  which  these  products  are  shipped,  in  order  to  avoid  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  retaliatory  measures. 

We  recommend  that  a  study  be  made  of  the  possibilities  of  a  fur¬ 
ther  diversion  of  low-grade  fruits  into  fruit  juices  and  other  by-products, 
and  that  v:c  .commend  the  policy  of  purchasing  the  fruit  products  for  relief 
purposes,  as  being  helpful  in  recovering  burdensome  surpluses.  In  this 
connection  we  recommend  that  insofar  as  possible  such  purchases  shall  be 
made  in  the  regions  in  which  the  products  are  to  be  consumed. 


. 


' 


- 

" 


' 


. 

’ 
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» 
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As  one  method  of  eliminating  a  substantial  portion  of  low-grade 
fruit  which  has  a  detrimental  effect  on  the  whole  price  structure,  we  rec¬ 
ommend  that  special  consideration  be  given  to  the  removal  of  neglected  and 
unprofitable  fruit  trees  and  that  the  possibility  of  giving  benefit  pay¬ 
ments  for  such  removal  be  given  due  consideration.  Removal  of  such  trees 
would  raise  the  quality  of  fruit  produced  by  eliminating  the  sources  of 
insect  pests  and  plant  diseases. 

Forestry; 

He  recommend  the  orderly  marketing  of  forest  products  through 
cooperative  efforts  by  farmers,  so  as  to  maintain  a  continuous  supply  of 
forest  products.  We  consider  that  this  is  desirable  for  agricultural  sta¬ 
bility  in  the  Northeast,  and  we  earnestly  recommend  that  a  study  of  this 
problem  be  given  favorable  consideration  in  the  Marketing  Act,  and  that  a 
program  of  reforestation  bo  promoted. 

Marketing  Agreements; 

In  view  of  the  success  that  has  attended  the  use  of  marketing 
agreements  in  nany  area.s  of  the  country  we  recommend  that  our  fruit  and 
vegetable  communities  b'e  informed  of  the  results  of  efforts  along  these 
lines.  Provision  should  be  made  upon  the  growers’  request  to  prepare  a 
marketing  agreement  after  careful  analysis  of  the  locality  and  the  com¬ 
modity.  Consideration  should  be  given  to  the  use  of  these  agreements  for 
specialized  crops  including  potatoes  and  canning  cress,  An  educational 
program  should  be  initiated  withou  delay  by  appropriate  agencies  to  ac¬ 
quaint  producers  of  all  fruits  and  vegetables  with  the  possibilities  of 
marketing  assistance  through  market  agreements. 

Research: 


Since  successful  marketing  of  all  farn  comnodites  is  dependant 
upon  accurate  and  up-to-date  information  we  strongly  urge  the  Secretary  to 
carry  out  to  the  fullest  extent  the  authorization  contained  in  Sections  9 
and  11  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Act,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Section  9.  The  Secretary  is  authorized  to  conduct  surveys, 
investigations,  and  research  relating  to  the  conditions  and  factors  af¬ 
fecting,  and  methods  of  accomplishing  most  effectively,  the  policy  and 
purposes  of  section  7  (a)." 

"Section  11.  All  funds  available  for  carrying  out  this  Act  shall 
be  available  for  allotment  to  the  bureaus  and  offices  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  for  transfer  to  such  other  agencies  of  the  Federal  or  State 
Governments  as  the  Secretary  nay  request  to  cooperate  or  assist  in  carrying 
out  this  Act." 


3 


We  further  recommend  that  the  data  thus  compiled  he  examined  at 
frequent  intervals  to  determine  the  effects  upon  northeastern  markets  and 
the  producers  supplying  those  markets  of  the  developments  under  the  national 
Soil  Conservation  Act. 

(Signed)  W.  A.  huryee,  Chairman. 
(Signed)  W.  L.  Nowlds ,  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  07 


ORG  AN  I Z  AT  I  ON  AND  'PROCEDURE  -  NATIONAL,  STATE  AND  C0IPTT^ 

L.  R.  Simons,  Ithaca,  New  York  -  Chairman 

J.  C.  Kendall,  Durham,  New  Hampshire  -  Vice  Chairman 

S.  R.  Parker,  Amherst,  Massachusetts  -  Secretary 

G,  E.  Lord,  Orono,  Maine 

E.  H.  Jones,  Montpelier,  Vermont 

H.  W.  Soule,  Burlington,  Vermont 

G.  F.  E.  Story,  Worcester,  Massachusetts 

H.  R.  Lewis,  Providence,  Rhode  Island 
C.  E.  Adams,  Kingston,  Rhode  Island 
R.  K,  Clapp,  Storrs,  Connecticut 

E,  A.  Flansburgh,  Ithaca,  New  York 
W.  H.  Allen,  New  Brunswick,  New  Jerset 
J.  M.  Fry,  State  College,  Pennsylvania 
W.  S.  Wise,  Meadville,  Pennsylvania 
P.  E.  Nystrom,  College  Park,  Maryland 
A.  D.  Cobb,  Newark,  Delaware 
G,  L*  Schuster,  Newark,  Delaware 
C.  R.  Snyder,  Georgetown,  Delaware 
R.  H,  Gist,  Morgantown,  West  Virginia 


A. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS  CONCERNING  THE  ORGANIZATION 
OR  TEMPORARY  STATE,  COUNTY  AMD  COMMUNITY  OR 
DISTRICT  COMMITTEES 

TEMPORARY  STATE  COMMITTEE 

It  is  recommended  "that  a  temporary  State  committee  consisting 
of  five  or  seven  members  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture.  This  committee  should  serve  until 
the  permanent  State  Agency  is  created  and  is  ready  to  function. 

It  is  recommended  that  a  majority  of  the  State  committee 
be  farmers . 

It  is  also  recommended  that  representatives  of  the  State 
Agricultural  Extension  Service,  the  Division  of  Crop  Estimates  and 
the  Soil  Conservation  Service  serve  as  advisers  to  the  committee. 

TEMPORARY  COUNTY  COMMITTEE 

A  temporary  county  committee  of  not  more  than  seven  members 
shall  be  set  up  in  each  county  or  group  of  counties.  This  committee 
shall  be  appointed  bv  the  state  committee. 

TEMPORARY  COMMUNITY  OR  DISTRICT  COMMITTEE 

Counties  may  be  divided  into  communities  or  districts  and  com¬ 
mittees  appointed  by  the  temporary  county  committee  if  in  their 
judgment  such  communities  or  districts  and  committees  are  essential. 


-  3  - 

RECOMMENDATIONS  CONCERNING  THE  ORGAN¬ 
IZATION  OF  PERMANENT  STATE,  COUNTY  AND 
COMMUNITY  OR  DISTRICT  COMMITTEES 

It  is  recommended  that  the  cooperators  in  this  program  elect 
from  their  number  a  community  or  district  committee  of  not  more 
than  seven  members.  The  chairman  of  these  community  or  district 
committees  shall  constitute  the  county  board.  The  county  board 
shall  elect  such  officers  as  may  be  necessary. 

It  is  also  recommended  that  the  permanent  State  Board 
be  elected  by  the  County  Boards . 

DUTIES  OF  THE  EXTENSION  SERVICE 

1.  Since  this  is  largely  an  educational  program,  the  exten¬ 
sion  service  should  assume  its  responsibility  and  be  ready  to 
cooperate  as  far  as  its  facilities  will  permit. 

2.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Extension  Service  in 
carrying  out  the  educational  plans  to  immediately  attempt  to  ac¬ 
quaint  all  farmers  with  the  details  of  the  program. 

3.  The  Extension  Service  through  and  in  cooperation  with 

the  State,  county  and  community  or  district  committees  will  motivate 
the  entire  program  as  rapidly  and  as  efficiently  as  possible# 
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Regional  Conference  on  Proposed  Program 

under 

Soil  Conservation  and  Pomestic  Allotment 
New  York,  New  York. 

March  9,  10,  11. 

COMMITTER  ON  PROGRAM  PLANNING-  FOR  1937 


r\  f\ 

1VEO 


?  Y 


jut-ajiiaab  * 

0,  3.  Departutuit  at’  Agriow'.tw® 


Chairman  - 
Vice-Chairman  - 
Secretary  - 


NAME 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 

H.  M.  Dixon,  Washington,  D.  C. ,  Extension  Service 
F.  F.  Leninger,  State  College,  Pa. 

R.  3.  Corbett,  Washington ,  D.  C. ,  Extension  Service 


ADDRESS 


ORGANIZATION 


M. 

F. 

Abell 

Durham, New  Hampshire 

Extension  Service 

A. 

Cr. 

Black 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Bureau  of  Agri.  Economics 

J. 

D. 

Black 

Cambridge .Massachusetts 

Harvard  University 

M. 

c. 

Bond 

Ithaca,  New  York 

N.  Y.  State  College  of  Agri. 

A, 

C. 

Bruce 

Hagers town, Mary la nd 

Soil  Conservation  Service 

G  . 

A. 

Drew 

Westford,  Massachusetts 

Mass.  Fruit  Growers'  Assoc. 

B. 

W. 

Ellis 

Storrs,  Connecticut 

Connecticut  State  College 

H. 

c. 

Fetterolf 

Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 

State  Dept,  of  Education 

T. 

L. 

Gaston 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Soil  Conservation  Service 

G  • 

C. 

Gilmore 

Newark,  Delaware 

Diary  Farmer 

Miles 

Horst 

Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 

Sec'y  Perm. Council  of  Farm  Organ 

Alfred  E.  Houston 

Bath,  New  Hampshire 

Diary  Farmer 

M. 

G. 

Kirkpatrick 

Phi lade luhia ,  Pa. 

Farm  Journal 

J. 

0. 

Knapp 

Morgantown,  W.  Va. 

Extension  Service 

W.  F.  Knowles 
Carl  E.  Ladd 
John  H.  Light 
John  M.  Lowe 
A.  R.  Marvel 
F.  C.  Meier 
Smith  Mclntire 
D.  S.  Myer 
A.  H.  Packard 
Wm.  H.  Richards 
R.  E.  Shockley 
R.  0.  Stelzer 
Kenneth  J.  Sheldon 
H.  0.  Sampson 
H.  C.  Woodworth 
Geo.  W.  Westcott 


New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 
Ithaca,  New  York 
Lebanon,  Pa. 
Charleston,  W.  Va . 
Easton,  Maryland 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Orono,  Maine 
Washington,  D,  C. 
Burlington,  Vermont 
R.  R.  #2,  Newport ,R. I. 
Snow  Hill,  Maryland 
Newark,  Delaware 
Burlington,  Ft, 

New  Brunswick,  N.J. 
Durham,  N.  H. 

Amherst,  Moss. 


N.  J.  State  College  of  Agri. 
Cornell  University 
Penn.  State  Grange 
Vocational  Agri. 

Vice-Pres. Intersta te  Milk  Prods. 
Extension  Service,  U. S.D.A. 

Maine  Extension  Service 
Soil  Conservation  Service 
Farm  Bureau 

Market  Gardening  &  Potatoes 
Farm  Bureau 
University  of  Delaware 
Vocational  Agri. 

State  Dept.  Public  Inst. Voc . Agri . 
Resettlement  Admin. &Univ.  of  N.H. 
Extension  Economist 


COMMITTEE  ON  PROG-RAM  PLACING  NOR  1937 


To  the  Honorr-ble  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  Henry  A.  Wallace: 

The  Committee  on  Program  Planning  for  1937  suggests  consideration  cf 
the  following  in  the  development  of  future  soil  conservation  and  domestic  allot¬ 
ment  programs. 

It  is  essential  that  machinery  for  carrying  out  these  suggestions  he 
established  immediately,  especially  to  permit  the  study  of  the  1936  urogram. 

Such  study  should  furnish  the  basis  for  the  evaluation  and  refinement  of  future 
urograms. 

RECOMMENDATIONS  ON  POLICY 

The  Committee.  believQs  that  the  program  should  be  so  develooed  that 
any  resultant  expansion  of  production  doas  not  affect  adversely  present  produ¬ 
cers  of  the  various  agricultural  products. 

Your  Committee  recommends  thct  the  Soil  Conservation  Program  provide 
that  land  bett°r  adapted  for  forestry  than  for  agriculture  be  used  for  that 
purpose  rather  than  for  agricultural  purposes. 

FARM  MAP 


Your  Committee  recommends  that  all  farmers  applying  for  participation 
in  the  soil  conservation  program  shall  provide  a  map  of  the  farm  shoving  all 
field  lines,  location  of  buildings,  roads,  water  courses,  swamps,  woods,  waste¬ 
land  and  other  necessary  features.  Such  a  map  should  be  used  to  record  the 
crops  grown  in  1935  and  show  the  crop  plans  for  future  years. 

DAIRY  AND  PASTURE 


This  Committee  believes  that  the  improvement  of  dairy  cows,  poultry 
and  other  live  stock  is  of  great  importance  and  should  be  given  consideration 
along  with  crop  programs  in  soil  conservation.  Attention  should  also  be  given 
to  developing  market  outlets  for  dairy  products  and  livestock. 

The  Committee  recommends  consideration  of  the  possibility  of  a  better 
use  of  land  resources  in  this  area  by  encouraging  the  production  of  dairy  re¬ 
placements  in  areas  not  close  to  city  milk  markets.  It  also  recommends  a  care¬ 
ful  study  of  the  marketing  of  these  replacements. 

Soil  conservation  in  the  Northeastern  States  should  provide  for  pasture 
improvement. 

POULTRY 


Consideration  should  be  given  to  the  problems  of  poultrymen  in  the 
Soil  Conservation  Program,  including  rotation  and  improvement  of  ranges, 
breeding,  disease  control  and  marketing. 
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FRUIT 

Provision  should  ho  mad'3  for  th®  el inline tior  of  abandoned,  improperly 
carod-for  pnd  winter-kil led  trees,  h°cpusc'  they  impair  th®  economic  usp  of  land 
hy  harboring  diseases  and  insects  and  are  a  menac®  to  properly  managed  orchprds. 

Provision  should  ha  m^ae  for  the  un-building  of  orchard  soils  through 
the  use  of  lime  and  the  growing  of  cover  crops. 

TOP ACC 0  AND  VEGETABLES 


Provision  should  he  mad®  for  encouraging  growers  to  olan  rotations,  in¬ 
cluding  the  plowing  under  of  cover  crops. 

Consideration  should  also  he,  given  to  the  use  of  winter  cover  crops 
which  provide  humus  and  prevent  spring  erosion. 

REP  ORESTATI  ON  AND  W00DL0T  MANAGEMENT 

An  agricultural  program  dealing  with  soil  conservation  in  the  North¬ 
eastern  States  should  provide  for  th®  reforestation  of  land  better  adapted  to 
forestry  and  recreation  than  to  agriculture.  The  program  should  also  provide 
for  the  improvement  and  prooer  management  of  woodlots  and  maple  orchards.  Some 
woodlots  now  in  pasture  should  he  fenced  and  used  lor  the  production  of  wood  and 
maple,  products. 

Attention  should  he  given  to  the  development  of  outlets  lor  soft  wood 
for  paper  pulp. 


RECOMMENDATIONS  ON  RESEARCH  PROBLEMS 


GENERAL  STATEMENT 

Planning  thp  urogram  for  1937  °nd  later  years  reauires  that  new  in¬ 
formation.  Much  of  this  assembling  and  analysis  must  "be  comuleted  077  n°xt 
September  so  that  it  can  "be  us°d  in  formulating  the  1937  urogram.  This  work 
must  he  continued  with  a  view  to  laying  a  foundation  for  future  statp  ol^ns. 

This  information  and  analysis  must  be  in  such  form  th-  t  it  can  he  us-d 
directly  hy  county  producers'  associations  and  state  and  national  hoards  or 
committees. 

This  work  should  he  a  continuation  of  the  Regional  Planning  Project 
of  1935,  and  the  Countv  Program  Planning  Project  of  1935-36.  It  is  recognized 
that  these  two  projects  wer°  started  before  the  present  Soil  Conservation  and 
Domestic  Allotment  Act  was  passed,  and  therefore,  a  certain  amount  of  adap¬ 
tation  will  he  needed.  It  will  he  advisable  to  concentrate  efforts  during  the 
present  crop  season  on  certain  asuects  essential  to  planning  the  urogram  for 
1937. 

LAND  USE 

Land  use  and  land  cla ssif ica tion  analysis  should  he  undertaken  as  basic 
to  the  entire  program.  Such  classification  should  he  carried  to  the  uoir.t  of 
auulication  to  individual  farms. 

FARM  PRACTICES 

Research  should-  he  conducted  to  determine  how  cropping  and  management 
practices  may  effectuate  th*  purposes  of  the  Act. 
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HAY  AND  PASTURE  MANAGEMENT 

TJork  is  needed,  to  ascertain  the  possibilities  of  pasture 
improvement  in  the  Northeast.  Management  technique  and  the  eco¬ 
nomic  basis  of  such  procedure  are  important. 

This  work  could  well  be  coordinated  with  the  pasture- 
management  experimental  project  in  the  Northeast  under  the  Bankhead- 
Jones  Act.  Such  analysis  should  differentiate  between  areas  and 
types  of  pastures  and  indicate  degrees  of  intensity  in  pasture 
management  suited  to  particular  situations. 

Pasture  improvement  plans  must  be  analysed  from  the  point  of 
view  of  milk-price  plans,  market  outlets,  inter- regional  competition 
and  the  like. 

FORESTRY 

The  economic  feasability  of  various  types  and  degrees  of 
forest  management  and  the  diversion  of  worn-out  and  woodlot  pastures 
to  forest  uses  should  be  determined.  Suitable  rates  of  payment  for 
such  diversion  and  forest  improvement  are  needed. 

Economic  studies  of  the  combination  of  pastures  and 
maple  orchards  and  of  maple-orchard-management  should  also  be 
undertaken. 

FARM  INCOME  INDEXES 

Since  the  administration  of  the  Act  involves  the  use  of 
indexes  of  gross  and  net  farm  incomes  by  type-of-f arming  areas,  we 
urge  the  immediate  construction  of  such  indexes. 
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MARKETING 


Some  of  the  developments  associated  with  soil  conservation 
in  the  Northeast  may  affect  the  supplies  of  certain  farm  products. 
Marketing  organization  and  procedure  that  may  boar  on  the  feasability 
of  particular  production  adjustments  need  consideration. 

Since  the  present  Act  may  not  permit  the  marketing  adjust¬ 
ments  needed,  consideration  should  be  given  to  amendments. 
INTER-REGIONAL  COMPETITION 

Research  should  be  undertaken  to  determine  the  inter-regional 
effects  of  the  program  under  the  Act. 

ANNUAL  CENSUS 

The  advisability  of  an  annual  census  or  inventory  of  the 
production  of  specialty  crops  to  make  available  information  necessary 
for  the  solution  of  special  commodity  problems  needs  consideration. 
RESEARCH  STUDY  ON  THE  EFFECTS  OF  THE  1936  PROGRAM 

A  study  of  the  1936  program  should  be  made  in  order  to  determine 
modifications  and  improvements  which  may  be  made  in  subsequent  years. 
This  study  should  include  such  problems  as  bases  and  rates  of  payment, 
conditions  of  grants,  proper  classification  and  cropping  practices, 
matters  of  general  procedure  and  organization,  and  possible  appli¬ 
cations  of  the  Act  to  other  minor  enterprises  not  included  in  the 
1936  program. 

STATE  LEGISLATION 

The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  should  proceed 
immediately  to  study  state  laws  and  state  constitutions,  with  the 
objective  of  enabling  states  to  take  over  the  administration  of 
Section  7  and  subsequent  sections  of  the  Soil  Conservation  and  Domes¬ 
tic  Allotment  Act  after  January  1,  1938, 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Regional  Cc  r.f  v'fehdA  on  Prip^st-d  Program 
under 

Soil  Conservation  and  Ddjnddtic  Allotment  Act 
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11  ew  York  City 
March  9,  10,  11 
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The  Committee  on  Soil  Depleting >  Soil  Conserving  and  Soil  Building 
Crops  and  Practices  recommends  that  a  broad  classification  of  Crops  and 
practices  be  adopted  subject  to  such  locial  modifications  as  are  in  accord 
with  approved  practices  for  maintaining  the  soil  in  a  high  state  of  fertil¬ 
ity. 


Soil  depleting,  soil  conserving  and  soil  building  crops  for  the 
Northeastern  Area  as  a  whole  are  designated  as  follows: 

SOIL  DPPLETIfG  CPOPS 

Corn,  tobacco,  potatoes,  field  beans  and  peas, 
root  crops  and  other  clean  tilled  hill  or  row  crops. 

Cultivated  truck  and  canning  crons. 

Cultivated  orchards,  vineyards  and  small  fruit. 

Oats,  wheat,  rire  and  b°rlev,  buckwheat  for  grain  and  hay 
Millets  and  Sudan  grass  for  hay  or  seed. 

Soybeans  and  cowpeas  for  grain  or  hay, 

SOIL  TP  HIT/  INI' ‘G  AND  C0NSTT’T,'rI::O  qt-o^S 


rinter  cover  crops  plowed  down 

Catcb  crop  green  manures  plowed  down 

Lerume  sod  uoon  whicP  ha1*  has  be-n  taken  off. 

•SOI L  BITILPI NG  CHOPS 

Legumes  and  mixed  grass  and  legume  crops  allowed  to  make  at 
least  a  full  season's  growth  and  plowed  down  in 
their  entirety. 

Green  manure  crops  or  a  succession  of  green  manure  crops 
occupying  at  least  a  full  growing  season  and 
incorporated  into  the  soil. 

In  the  selection  of  practices  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  payments  to 
producers  we  recommend  that  equitable  consideration  be  given  to  those 
farmers  who  are  now  folloiving  practices  which  prevent  soil  erosion  and  con¬ 
serve  soil  fertility  for  continuing  such  practices,  as  well  as  to  those 
adopting  such  practices  in  1936. 

It  is  recognized  that  the  agriculture  of  the  Northeast  is  in  general 
a  stabilized  agriculture  and  that  major  shifts  in  types  of  farming  and  land 
use  are  not  desirable  or  practical. 

Changes  in  land  use  which  should  serve  as  a  basis  for  pa.ym.ents  to 
producers  are: 

(a)  Diversion  from  soil  depleting  to  soil  conserving  and  soil 

building  crops. 

(b)  Diversion  fro™  hav  land  to  permanent  pasture. 

(c)  Diversion  from  pasture  to  woodland. 
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PASTURE  IMPRO VMffl 

The  Committee  recommends  that  two  tgrpes  of  permanent  pasture  improve¬ 
ment  be  recognized,  vi 7*  (l)  the  improvem.ept  of  established,  pastures  and 
(2)  the  seeding  of  new  pastures. 

1.  Tmnrovement  of  established  permanent  pastures. 

Recognition  should  be  made  of  the  following  practices  in  the  im¬ 
provement  of  established  permanent  pastures: 

(a)  Liming 

(b)  Fertilizing 

(c)  Eradicating  weeds  and  brush 

(d)  Subdividing  pasture  land  and  practicing  alternate 

graz ing 

(e)  Following  such  management  practices  r  clipping  and 

harro-  /ing . 

(f)  Draining  wet  spots. 

(g)  Fencing  off  woodland  areas. 

Since  it  is  seldom  advisable  to  improve  more  than  one  acre  for 
each  livestock  unit  on  the  farm,  it  is  recommended  that  oavmcnt  be  re¬ 
stricted  to  the  improvement  of  °n  area  eouivalont  to  not  over  one  acre  for 
each  cow  or  its  equivalent  of  other  animals  grazed.  Such  restriction  should 
encourage  the  retirement  of  much  of  the  poorer  pasture  land,  to  timber. 

2.  Establishnant  of  new  permanent  pastures. 

Encouragement  should  be  given  to  seeding  old  ham  land  and  in  some 
instances  other  depleted  crop  land,  to  permanent  pastures.  This  tvpe  of 
pasture  improvement  should  carrv  a.  larger  reimbursement  poarmant  than 
"warded  for  the  improvement  of  an  established  posture,  not  onlm  on  the 
ground  of  higher  cost  to  the  farmer,  but  also  because  it  constitutes  the 
replacement  of  a  soil  exhausting  system  with  one  which  is  recognized  as 
valuable  in  soil  fertility  maintenance  and  erosion  control. 


HAY  LAND  IM- A;0 VFTSFiT T 

The  Committee  recommends  the  recognition  of  hav  land  improvement  by 
new  seedings  and  by  top-dressing  of  fields  now  in  hay.  In  the  former 
procedure,  approved  systems  of  liming,  fertilizing  and  seeding  should  bo 
followed.  in  the  latter  method  of  improvement  approved  svstems  of  fer¬ 
tilizing,  manuring,  or  tho  two  combined,  should  be  required.  Encourage¬ 
ment  should  be  given  to  the  latter  method  on  land  subject  to  erosion  or 
which  for  other  reasons  should  bo  maintained  more  or  loss  continuously  in 
sod.  In  case  of  either  method  of  improvement,  encouragement  should  be 
given  to  the  draining  of  wet  areas. 


4 


SPECIAL  CROPS 


There  are  a  variety  of  practices  which  may  he  incorporated  into  a 
soil  conservation  program  for  the  toTbacco,  potato,  vegetable  and  fruit 
farms  of  this  region.  Some  of  these  practices  are  comparatively  simple  and 
may  be  put  into  effect  at  once.  Some  are  more  complicated  and  would  re¬ 
quire  time  to  become  effectively  integrated  into  a  farmer’s  plans.  It  .is 
highly  necessary  that  this  difference  between  these  simple  practices  on 
the  one  hand  and  the  more  complicated  practices  on  the  other  be  clearly 
reco  gnized. 

Among  the  simple,  easilv  workable  practices  which  applv  more  or 
less  generally  to  the  farms  represented  in  the  Northeast,  are  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

(1)  Following  a  cash  crop  with  a  winter  cover  crop,  a  summer 
green  manure,  or  any  other  tme  of  catch  cron  green  manure. 

Under  this  plan  a  market  crop  is  grown  and  a  green  manure 
crop  is  also  grown  ir  the  same  ■''•ear.  This  plan  comes  under 
the  general  heading  of  "Soil  Maintenance"  and  presumably 
would  be  eligible  to  at  least  the  minimum  nominal  pa  went 
which  has  been  suggested. 

(2)  Taking  a  small  percentage  of  the  land  out  of  production  for 
an  entire  growing  season  and  planting  this  area  to  soil 
building  crops.  This  practice  would  come  under  the  heading 
of  Soil  Improvement  b’r  land  retirement  and  is  highly  de¬ 
sirable  on  a  large  number  of  the  special -crop  farms  of  the 
Northeast.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  these  farms  arc-  highly 
intensive  in  character,  with  high  l'_nd  values  and  high 
taxes,  it  is  believed  that  benefit  payments  must  be  fairly 
substantial  to  be  acceptable.  The  amount  of  payment  should 
be  adjusted  to  the  productive  capacity  of  the  land. 

(3)  The  removal  of  dead  and  dying  apple  trees. 

EXPORT  CROPS 


Since  tobacco,  potatoes  and  fruits  enter  into  the  export  trade 
and  involve  therefore  peculiar  market  problems,  it  is  recommended  that 
this  group  receive  specia.l  consideration,  to  the  extent  provided  for  it 
in  the  Soil  Conservation  and  Domestic  Allotment  let. 

SOIL  EROSION  PREVENT TON  ARP  FAIT  ■  WOODLAND  W .UAGEUENT 

(a)  The  following  Soil  Erosion  prevention  measures  on  pasture  and 
crop  lands  should  oualifv  for  pawents. 

1.  Strip  cropping 

2.  Sod  maintenance  bv  addition  of  plant  nutrients 

on  orchards,  pastures  and  hav  land. 
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3.  Terracing  in  certain  areas. 

4.  Seeding  cultivated  hillsides  where  advisable 

5.  Contour  faming 

6 .  Windbreaks 

7.  Winter  cover  crops 

B.  Green  manure  crops 

9.  Mulching  on  sandy  soils. 

(b)  The  following  measures  of  Farm  Woodland  management  should 
qualify  for  payments. 

1.  Silvicultural  measures. 

a.  Partio.l  cutting  in  merchantable  stands. 

b.  Improvement  cutting  in  young  timber. 

c.  Weeding  in  seedling  stages. 

2.  Elimination  of  woodl? nd  grazing  -  excepting  in  certain  mixed 

hardwood  -  e'ltwood  stands. 

3.  Conversion  to  forest  of  lands  unsuited  to  ottr  r  agricultural 

uses  because  of 

a.  Depletion  of  fertility 

b.  Susceptibility  to  erosion 

- -•  c.  Excessive  slope 

d.  Rough  and  stony  nature  of  land 

Proper  treatment  of  farm  woodland  has  a  direct  relation  to  soil  and 
“water  corservation  and  a  properly  manured  forest  cover  builds  ut>  the 
organic  content  of  the  soil,  increases  and  maintains  soil  permeability 
thus  conserving  water  and  reducing  run-off.  Establishment  and  maintenance 
of  forest  cover  is  especially  important  on  stoop  slopes,  severelv  eroded 
areas  or  lands  which  have  been  impoverished  bv  long  voars  of  improvident 
'agriculture.  Grazing  in  the  woodland  is  grnrrallv  incompatible  with  good 
" forest n-  practice.  Elimination  of  grazing  in  the  woodland  will  tend  to 
offset  the  increase  of  pasture  which  mnv  result  frir  diversion  of  crop  land 
.Stimulation  of  forestry  practices  will  tend  to  shift  postures  from  steep, 
-•stony  or  brushy  areas  to  the  better  soils. 

Proper  treatment  of  farm  woodlands  also  constitutes  an  important 
element  in  rural  economy.  Income  from  forest  crops  in  the  northeast  has 
shrunk  to  a  small  fraction  af  its  potential  importance  because  forest 
. growing  stocks  have  been  depleted  and  forest  industries  have  migrated  else- 
_  where. 

Restoration  of  the  economic  Productivity  of  fern  woodlands  through 
increased  efficiency  of  production  will  contribute  community  stability  and 
will  not  only  benefit  the  producer  but  will  protect  the  consumer  from  the 
evil  effects  of  forest  depletion.  Thus  aid  to  farmers  for  forestry  prac¬ 
tices  which  vd.ll  conserve  and  stabilize  productivity  of  forest  land  over  a 
long-  period  is  thoroughly  iustified. 
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The  Committee  on  determination  of  bases  and  conditions  of 
payment  submits  the  fallowing  recommendations  for  the  consideration 

he,C°nference-  In  drafting  this  report,  the  Committee  has 
attempted  tt  recommend  only  such  conditions  and  rates  of  payment 
as  will  result  in  plating  land  in  such  uses  as  are  warranted  in 
terms  of .  a  sound,  long-time  soil  conservation  and  land  use  program 
or  the  individual  farm?  and  specifically  urges  that  no  payments 
be  made  which  will  keep  or  place  land  in  a  different  land  use 

than  W°Uld  b<3  di#tated  bY  a  sound  long-time  land 
utilization  program, 

T*  ulassif  nation  of  Crops,  The  plan  recommended  fcr  the  1936 

program  would  require  that  all 
crops  be  classified  into  3  groups: 

boil  depleting  crops 
Soil  maintaining  crops 
Soil  improving  crtps 

II.  Bases  of  Payment  Payments  would  bo  made  on  three  classes 

of  performance:  xirst,  land  shifted  frtm 


1. 

2. 

3, 

Bases 


soil 

land 


sh^ft^Hp  t0  S°^1  na^ntainin£  or  soil  improving  crtps;  second, 
shu  ted  frtm  stil  maintaining  tt  soil  improving  crtps;  and. 
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third,  approved  soil  improvement  and  conservation  practices  carried 
nut  on  farm  land  as  stipulated  in  this  report. 

Determinations  for  Individual  Farms* 

!•  will  be  necessary  to  determine  the  base  acreage  for 
each  participating  farm  for  such  of  the  following  crops  as  are 
grown  on  the  farm: 

a)  Tobacco 

b)  Potatoes 

c)  Truck  Crops  (separating  canning  and  market  crops) 

d)  Other  soil  depleting  crops 

e)  Soil  maintaining  crops 

f)  Soil  improving  crops 

1935  acreages  shall  be  used  as  the  bases,  with  such  adjustments 
as  are  necessary  to  correct  for  abnormal  conditions  in  1935.  The 
total  of  the  base  acreages  established  for  a  farm  shall  equal 
the  total  land  used  for  field  crops  in  1935  as  modified  above 
excluding  pasture* 

2.  Also  required  will  be  the  nrrmal  yield  per  acre  for 
each  farm  for  such  of  the  following  crops  as  are  grown  on  the  farm: 

a)  Tobacco 

b)  Potatoes 

c)  The  principal  crop  grown  on  the  farm  of 
the  group  designated  as  other  soil 
depleting  crops 

d)  Hay,  excluding  alfalfa 

3.  The  third  requirement  will  bo  a  productivity  rating 
of  land  devoted  to  truck  crops,  related  to  average  for  the  state. 

IV.  Rates  of  Payment, 

1.  Payment  for  shifting  land  from  soil  depleting  crops 
to  soil  maintaining  crops  shall  depend  upon  the  particular  crop 
or  group  of  crops  fr#m  which  such  land  is  shifted,  as  follows: 

Tobacco :  for  each  acre  shifted,  payment  of  20  per 
cent  of  normal  market  value  per  pound 
times  the  average  tobacco  yield  for  the 
farm.  Maximum  acreage  for  payment  shall 
be  30  per  cent  of  the  base,  or  one  acre, 
whichever  is  larger. 

Potatoes:  for  each  acre  shifted,  payment  of  20  per 
cent  oi  normal  market  value  for  the  state, 
times  the  average  potato  yield  for  the  farm. 
Maximum  acreage  for  payment  shall  bo  10  per 
cent  of  base,  or  one  acre,  whichever  is  larger. 
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Truck  Crops;  the  average  rate  of  payment  would  bo 

20  per  cent  of  the  1932-35  average  value 
per  acre,  for  the  state  of  canning  or 
market  crops,  as  the  case  may  be,  adjusted 
or  productivity  for  the  farm,  ’in  the  case 
of  states  for  which  no  average  value  is 
reported,  use  the  average  for  New  England 
or  other  Northeastern  states,  whichever  is 
applicable.  Maximum  acreage  for  payment 
shall  be  10  per  cent  of  base,  or  one  acre, 
whichever  is  larger. 

Other  Soil  Depleting  Crops : 

for  each  aero  shifted,  pay  $10  per  acre, 
adjusted  as  the  normal  yield  for  prinoipal 
crop  of  this  group  grown  on  the  farm  varies 
from  the  average  yield  for  the  region  for 
the  same  crop.  Maximum  acreage  for  payment 
shall  be  15  per  cent  of  base,  or  2  acres, 
whichever  is  larger. 

If . land  is  shifted  from  any  of  the  above  soil  depleting  crops 
o  a  soil  improving  crop,  the  rate  of  payment  per  aero  shall  be  $5 
greater  than  that  stated  abnvo,  with  the  same  limit  on  acreage 
eligible  for  payment. 

.  .  2*  Payment  for  shifting  land  fr*m  a  soil  maintaining  to  a 

soil  improving  crop  shall  average  $5  per  acre,  but  vary  from  farm 
to  farm  as  the  average  hay  yield  on  the  farm,  excluding  alfalfa, 
varies  from  the  average  yield  for  the  region.  The  maximum  acreage 
eligible  for  such  payment  shall  be  20  per  cent  of  the  base  acreage 
of  soil  maintaining  crops. 

3.  Payments  for  carrying  out  any  of  the  foil owing  specific 
soil  improvement  and  soil  conserving  practices  shall  be  made  at 
rates  per  acre  of  land  on  which  such  practices  arc  carried  out 
with  the  rate  varying  according  to  the  particular  practice.  However, 
the  total  of  all  such  payments  for  any  farm  shall  not  exceed  an 
amount  equal  to  $1  per  acre  times  the  base  of  soil  maintaining 
crops,  plus  $1.50  por  acre  times  the  base  of  soil  improving  crops. 

The  following  practices  and  rates  of  payment  are  recommended: 

Pasture  Improvement:  pay  amount  expended  for  seed,  lime,  and 

fertilizer  used  in  1936  in  accordance 
with  methods  approved  by  the  county 
committee,  with  no  payment  exceeding  $10 
per  acre. 
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.Poy e-s-fc  planting:  pay  *'  10  per  acre  for  1936  plantings  to 

trees  of  such  cron  or  pasture  land  ap¬ 
proved  bv  the  countv  committee  as  needing 
such  olarting  to  conserve  the  soils  or 
use  the  land  more  ecor  omicallv.  "Plantings 
to  be  in  accordance  with  good,  forest  practice, 
approved  bv  the  committee. 

Orchard  and  Vinevard  Im-orOvement  s 

nav  amount  expended  for  lime  and  mineral 
farth  liger  used  in  1936  in  accordance 
with  methods  annroved  by  the  countv  com¬ 
mittee  with  no  pavment  exceeding  '‘•lO.  per 
acre . 


Removing  woods  and  sugar  orchards  from  pasture  use: 

pav  amount  expended  for  necessary  fencing 
materials  used  in  1936  to  exclude  live¬ 
stock  from  woods  and  sugar  orchards  used 
for  pasture  in  1935,  and  approved  by  the 
county  committee  as  needing  such  treatment 
to  conserve  the  soil  or  prevent  or  control 
erosion  and  flooding.  Typo  of  materials 
to  be  approved  bv  the  committee. 

Drainage:  pay  amount  of  actual  cash  out lav  for  con¬ 

struction  and  repair  of  ditches  and  drains 
or  treatment  of  gullies  or  other  approved 
erosion  control  practices  to  provide  for 
erosion  or  flood  control,  where  n.pnroved  bv 
the  co untv  committee  as  to  need  and  practi¬ 
cability  of  the  oroiect  on  the  particular 
farm. 


It  is  recommended  that  reasonable  countv  limits  be  estab¬ 
lished  in  order  to  prevent  inflation  of  anv  crop  base. 

it  is  recommended  that  wide  latitude  be  given  State  and 
Countv  Committees  in  applying  the  gen  ral  principles  of  the  program 
to  individual  coop-  rati  ng  f-  mors  within  their  respective  states 
r'nd  counties j  provided,  however,  that  suc1^  a-thoritv  be  exercised 
onlv  under  such .  gene  ral  regulations  as  will  insure  the  carrying 
out  of  th-  spirit  and  purposes  of  the  program  and  assure  its 
effectiveness . 


It  is  recommended  that  the  rates  per  -ere  and  maximum  limits 
on  total  p-iTnents  provided  in  this  report  be  subiect  to  such  varia¬ 
tion  as  will  result  in  the  balancing  of  the  amount  of  money  avail- 

a  lc  with  the  maximum  results  consistent  with  tho  purposes  of  the 
Act, 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OE  AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURAL  ADJUSTMENT  ADMINISTRATION 
Washington ,  Dj  C. 


April  24,  1937 


Dear  Conference  Member: 

As  one  who  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  Agricultural  Con¬ 
servation  conference  held  April  16  and  17,  you  will  be  interested,  I 
feel  sure,  in  the  enclosed  record  of  the  meeting.  I  believe  that  the 
subjects  discussed  are  of  continuing  interest  to  northeastern  farmers. 
Many  of  the  opinions  expressed  at  the  meeting  should  be  of  value  to 
all  of  us  in  shaping  future  policies  for  the  agriculture  of  the  north¬ 
east  and  of  the  whole  country.  Eor  that  reason,  we  have  collected  the 
enclosed  material. 

It  consists  mainly  of  summaries  of  what  commodity  committees 
discussed  and  transcriptions  of  some  of  the  remarks  made  during  the 
discussion.  No  more  complete  account  of  the  conference  is  available 
for  none  of  the  comments  or  statements  were  prepared  in  advance  and  no 
complete  stenographic  record  was  kept. 


Very  truly  yours, 


A.  W.  Manchester, 
Director,  Northeast  Division. 


JUN  1 0  193V 


NORTHEAST  SPRING  CONFERENCE,  AGRICULTURAL  CONSERVATION  PROGRAM 
Barbizon  Plaza  Hotel,  New  York  City,  Friday,  April  16  and  17,  1937 

ATTENDANCE:  About  200  farmers  from  nine  northeastern  States,  plus 
about  50  representatives  of  State  Extension  Services, 
Land  Grant  Colleges,  and  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture. 

FRIDAY,  April  16: 

General  session,  A-  W.  Manchester,  Director  Northeast 
Division,  AAA,  presiding.  Mr.  Manchester  made  a  brief 
introductory  statement  and  outlined  two  main  topics  to 
be .discus  sed. 

(1)  What  are  the  objectives  of  the  Agricultural  Conser¬ 
vation  Program? 

(2)  What  will  be  the  economic  effects  of  the  program? 

Dozens  of  representatives  took  part  in  these  discussions. 
Questions  they  took  up  included: 


10:00  A.M 


iW/t?KA{j  oe 

g  AGRICULTURAL  tXGNOAJICs’ 


How  much  soil  is  washing  away  in  the  Northeast? 

How  large  a  problem  is  soil  depletion? 

Is  the  program  of  enough  value  to  the  general  public  to 
justify  payments  from  the  Federal  Treasury? 

What  effect  will  the  program  have  on  feed  prices? 

What  effect  will  the  program  have  on  farmers’  incomes? 
Hi ghl i ghts  of  the  Friday  Morning  Session 
Objectives  of  the  program,  as  developed  in  discussion: 

1.  To  save  and  build  up  farm  land,  as  a  basis  of  a 
permanent  and  profitable  agriculture. 

2.  To  serve  as  an  integral  part  of  a  broad  program 
to  maintain  farm  incomes  at  just  levels. 

3.  To  serve  the  general  welfare  through  assuring 
adequate  supplies  of  farm  products 'at  fair  and 
stabilized  prices. 

4.  To  contribute  some  non- agricultural  benefits, 
such  as  prevention  of  flood  damage. 


V  Are  payments  from  public  funds  justified? 

In  the  discussion 1  of  whether  the  conservation  payments 
are  a  form  of  subsidy  to  agriculture,  one  delegate 
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expressed  the  opinion  that,  while  the  payments  are 
justifiable  now,  they  should  not  be  continued  after  good 
farming  and  soil  conserving  practices  have  been  more 
universally  adopted. 

In  answer,  several  delege/tes  took  the  position  that  agri¬ 
culture,  through  heavy  annual  payments  to  the  cities  of 
interest  and  principal  of  mortgages  and  other  debts, 
through  having  to  buy  the  farms  from  the  towns  and  cities 
at  least  once  every  generation,  and  through  carrying  a 
heavy  part  of  the  taxation  burden,  pays  annually  to  the 
rest  of  the  country  great  amounts  for  which  the  conserva¬ 
tion  payments  are  only  a  partial  and  a  fully  justified 
offset.  It  was  also  maintained  that  the  general  public 
receives  much  of  the  benefit  of  conservation  and  should 
in  justice  carry  a  part  of  the  cost. 

Some  of  the  comments  made  by  delegates  follow: 

"Inhere  agriculture  is  fostered,  the  nation  prospers. 

"TJhere  agriculture  is  neglected,  the  nation  declines." 

"TThat  is  good  for  agriculture  is  good  for  everybody." 

"Agriculture  is  as  important  to  the  nation  as  the  founda¬ 
tion  is  to  a  building.  " 

H.  R.  Tolley,  Administrator  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment 
Administration,  and  A.  G.  Black,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics,  answered  numerous  questions  during 
the  discussion  (Mr.  Tolley's  statement  on  the  aims  of  the 
conservation  program  and  on  the  ever- normal  granary  plan, 
and,  Dr.  Black' s  statement  on  probable  effects  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  are  reproduced  separately). 

2:00  P.M.  The  delegates  divided  into  smaller  groups  to  discuss  prob¬ 
lems  of  individual  commodities.  Those  groups  were: 

Dairy  -  barren  Whittier,  Chairman. 

Potatoes  -  Roy  Porter,  Chairman. 

Poultry  -  Ralph  Graham,  Chairman. 

Eruit  -  Ralph  Kohl,  Chairman. 

Vegetables  -  Henry  Marquart,  Chairman. 

Toba.cc o  -  Olcott  F.  King,  Chairman. 

Forestry  -  R.  L-.  Watts,  Chairman. 


3 


6:00  P.M.  Dinner  at  the  Hotel. 

An  informs.l  speech  was  made  "by  the  guest  of  honor  at  the 
dinner,  Peter  J.  Lux,  of  Shelbyville,  Indiana. 

SATURDAY,.  April  17:  .. 

9:00  A. Mi  Meetings  of  commodity  groups. 

10;00  A.M.  Pinal  general  session.  The  chairman  of  each  commodity  group 
read  a  summary  of  his  group's  discussion  and  recommende.tion. 
Each  report  was  discussed  from  the  floor.  No  vote,  however, 
was  taken  on  any  of  the  reports. 

High  lights  of  the  reports  were: 

Dairy  group  -  Approved  the  present  AAA  Conservation  Program  and 
asked  that  special  emphasis  "be  placed  on  "better  roughage 
as  a  factor  in  lower  production  costs,  rather  than  in 
greater  production.  Saw  little  chance  of  increase  in  commer¬ 
cial  production  in  nea,r  future.  Endorsed  surplus  removal 
purchases,  and  recommended  that  dairy  industry  support 
principle  of  marketing  agreements. 

Potato  group  -  Pavored  continuing  Conservation  Program,  also  favored 
continuing  marketing  agreements  so  that  they  will  "be  avail¬ 
able  to  areas  needing  them.  Recommended  further  organization 
"by  the  industry;  and  increased  cooperation  with  the  industry 
"by  Government  agencies,  such  as  grade  a.nd  size  regulation, 
and  issuance  of  more  complete  information. 

Pruit  group  -  Pavored  the  Conservation  Program  and  recommended  steps 
to  adjust  the  supply  of  fruit  to  demand.  Pavored  "better 
facilities  for  extending  credit  to  farmers  talcing  part  in 
program.  Asked  that  a  study  "be  made  of  ways  to  control  cedar 
rust. 

Vegetable  group  -  Recommended  additional  practices  to  "build  up 

and  maintain  soil  fertility  on  vegetahle  land.  Asked  that  a 
study  "be  made  of  vegetable  acreages  in  other  areas.  Requested 
a  conference  at  a  later  date  on  marketing  agreements  and  other 
factors  in  marketing. 

Poultry  group  -  Endorsed  the  Ever  Norma.l  Granary  plan  as  a  means  of 
stabilizing  prices  and  asked  theb  the  poultry  industry  nave 
a  voice  in  setting  up  such  a  plan  if  it  is  adopted.  Asked 
larger  allowance  for  poultry  farms,  and  recommended  that 
allowances  be  earned  by  following  a  farm  plan. 

Tobacco  group  -  Pavored  conservation  as  meeting  the  present  needs 
of  the  industry,  but  recommended  machinery  for  federal 
control  of  production,  since  facilities  for  increasing 
supplies  of  cigar  leaf  tobacco  still  exist.  Asked  that 
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information  on  stocks  on.  hand,  and  advisable  acreage 
to  be  grown  each  year  be,  continued. 

Forestry  group  -  Approved  steps  taken  by  program  thus  far  as 
excellent  but  still  not  adequate  to  the  best  mainten¬ 
ance  of  woodland..  Urged, -further  steps  .to  prevent 
grazing  of  farm  woodland.  Recommended  that  woodland  be 
tree.ted  more  as  an  integral  £art.,of  farms  for  purposes 
of  conservation  program. 

In  addition, _  each  of  the  groups  made  specific  recommend¬ 
ations  for  improving  next  year's  Conservation  program. 

Roy  Porter,  of  New  York,  and  Warren  Whittier,  of  Pennsylvania, 

. recommended. a  permanent  committee,  representing  important  northeast 
commodities,  to  the  commodity  groups  to  study  recommendations  made 
at  the  conference  and  to  consult  with  similar  groups  from  other 
regions  on  plans  for  the  1938  Conservation  Program. 

Secretary  Wallace  talked  informally  on  the  aims  of  the 
Conservation  Program  and  or  coopera.tion  by  farmers  as  a  solution  to 
their  problems  and  as  a  part  of  national  policy. 

The  conference  adjourned  at  1:30  P.M. 
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NORTHEASTERN  SPRING  CONFERENCE,  AGRICULTURAL  CONSERVATION  P ROC-RAM 
Excerpts  From  Remarks  of  Arthur  Packard,  of  Vermont 


During  the  past  24  hours  I  have  listened  to  the  why  ox 
the  Soil  Conservation  Act  with  keen  interest  and  after  having 
done  so  I  am  more  convinced  than  before  that  the  act  is  justified 
and  essential  to  a  sound  long-time  program  of  efficient  produc¬ 
tion  for  agriculture . 

In  order  to  meet  these  obligations  and  maintain  a  reason¬ 
able  standard  of  living  what  else  could  the  farmer  do  but  exploit 
his  soil  fertility  and  his  timber,  for  he  was  one  of  the  few  who 
could  not  pass  increased  costs  along  to  others.  Each  of  you  knows 
better  than  I  what  has  happened  in  your  own  Sta.te,  probably  the 
stories  are  much  alike. 

In  Vermont  about  1/5  of  our  land  is  in  tillage,  l/5  in 
open  pasture ,  l/4  in  farm  woodlots,  and  about  l/3  in  non-farm 
timber  holdings,  and  our  agronomist  Paul  killer,  in  whom  we  have 
confidence,  tells  us  that  the  only  part  of  this  land  in  which 
the  fertility  has  been  maintained  is  the  tillage  and  this 
maintenance  has  been  costly,  largely  through  commercial  fertilizer 
rather  than  lime.  In  other  words,  let  me  say  the  fertility  in 
l/5  of  our  land  has  been  maintained,  but  the  pasture  and  woodland 
are  badly  depleted. 

Now  let  me  ask  you  whether  you  think  society  as  a  whole  is 
interested  in  a  problem  where  4/5  of  agricultural  natural  re¬ 
sources  are  exhausted.  Just  remember  that  the  only  programs  in 
this  nation  which  can  stand  the  test  of  time  and  endure  are  those 
which  are  fair  to  all  groups. 

I  have  therefore  from  time  to  time  explained  this  program 
to  brokers,  to  professional  men,  to  railroad  officials,  and  to 
others,  and  asked  them,  "Is  this  a  fair  program  and  does  it 
benefit  farmers  only?"  And  I  have  yet  to  find  the  man  who  has 
not  replied,  "It  is  a  sound  program  for  everyone." 
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NORTHEASTERN  SPRING  CONFERENCE ,  AGRICULTURAL  CONSERVATION  PROGRAM 
Excerpts  from  Remarks  of  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Henry  A-  Wallace 
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I  have  seen  at  this  meeting  something  I  have  not  seen  so  fully 
expressed  in  any  regional  meeting  anywhere  else  -  a  feeling  of  what  is  f 
this  thing  all  about  from  the  standpoint  of  agriculture  of  the  entire 
nation,  and  beyond  that,  of  the  people  of  the  nation. 


*  ^  *  * 
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I  am  convinced  that  the  method  of  settling  problems  in  this 
country  is  more  and  more  going  to  be  on  the  functional  basis.  In 
many  instances  that  method  is  being  used  already.  Business  problems 
are  more  and  more  settled,  .  shall  we  say,  through  corporations.  We 
may  not  like  it,  but  it  is  the  trend  of  the  times.  Labor  problems  are 
settled  through  labor  unions  -  farm  problems  through  farm  organizations. 
Many  people  may  not  like  it,  but  nevertheless  that  is  the  trend  of  the 
times.  We  recognize  it.  We  shall  have  to  recognize  that  those  differ¬ 
ent  groups  have  grabbed  off  Or  are  going  to  grab  off  State  and  Eederal 
power.  Other  nations  have  been  faced  by  this  for  a  long  time. 


Erom  the  decision  that  came  Monday  of  this  week,  it  is  evident 
that  labor  has  been  given  a  right  to  use  Eederal  power.  The  Agricul¬ 
tural  Adjustment  Act,  the  Soil  Conservation  Act,  have  given  agricul¬ 
ture  the  right  to  use  Eederal'  power.  '  This  seems  to  be  the  way  things 
are  done,  not  only  in  this  modern  nation,  but  in-  others  —  it  is  a  part 
of  the  technology  used  over  wide  areas ...... 


With  labor  and  business  men  cooperating  together,  with  farmers 
using  the  power  of  the  Eederal  government  under  marketing  agreements 
or  in  other  ways,  it  is  possible  for  these  various  groups  to  raise 
prices-  during  the  next  year  or  two.  There  is  danger  that  kind  of  in¬ 
flation  would  eventually  cost  farmers  more  than  anything  else. 

,  ■  .  *  *  *  % 

I  was  interested  in  hearing  the  poultry  report.  In  their  report 
today  poultrymen  led  off  by  saying  one  of  the  most  constructive  things 
would  be  to  work  out  an  Ever  Normal  Granary  plan,  and  stated  that  they 
wanted  to  be  in  on  any  formulation  of  the  Ever  Normal  Granary  plan.  I 
certainly  hope  that  the  poultry  producers  of  the  Northeast  are  in  —  and 
the  dairymen  as  well  (we  should  give  them  an  invitation  to  be  in).  I  hope 
they  are  in.  I  think  it  is  essential  that  they  be  in  if  the  Ever  Normal 
Granary  plan  is  to  be  a  plan  which  will  last  over  a  period  of  years,  and 
I  hope  it  will  last  over  a  period  of  years. 

It  is  essential  that  consumers  of  grain,  as  well  as  producers- of 

grain,  be  represented  in  working  out  any  plan.  If  the  dairymen,  the 

poultrymen,  and  the  hog  men  of  the  country  get  a  price  which  is  fair  and 

just  from  their  point  of  view,  and  the  consumer’s  point  of  view,  that 

price  is  going  to  be  'reflected  back  in  the  price  of  grain. 

« 

*  *  *  * 

There  is  such  a  concept  as  a  stable  price  level  that  can  be  worked 
out.  In  years  when  supplies  are  up  at  a  point  when  it  means  some  breaking 
of  prices,  commodity  loans  w>uld  keep  prices  from  going  too  low.  I 
believe  the  concept  of  stability  should  be  based  on  certain  physical 


accumulations  of  grain.  Uhen  grain  reaches  these  points,  then  the 
loans  would  ho  made.  The  plan  would  tend  to  bring  about  a  holdover  of 
grain  from  a  large  crop  year  to  a  small  crop  year. 

*  *  *  *  * 

I  understand  yesterday  you  brought  up  the  question  of  whether 
'  these  payments  under  the  Soil  Conservation  Act  are  in  the  interest  of 
the  whole  country  in  the  long  run.  That  is  an  encouraging  sign.  I  see 
you  looking  into  the  program  from  the  broadest  point  of  view.  I  believe 
that  the  Soil  Conservation  Program  is  tremendously  worthwhile  from  a 
long-run  point  of  view,  first,  from  the  soil  conservation  point  of  view, 
and  second,  because  the  program  has  given  farmers  a  somewhat  better 
income  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case. 

*  *  *  *  * 

Speaking  about  whether  soil  conservation  payments  were  in  the 
public  interest,  I  stand  for  the  point  of  view  that  whatever  increase  it 
gives  farmers'  income  adds  to  the  welfare  of  the  entire  nation.  Farmers 
in  this  country  previous  to  the  TJorld  TJar  got  16  to  17  percent  of  the 
national  income.  If  farmers  were  getting,  that  percentage  today,  they 
would  be  getting  on  a  per  capita  basis  about  13  percent  of  the  national 
income.  Actually,  I  guess  they  are  getting,  now  about  10  to  11  percent 
of  the  national  income. 

They  have  found  it  difficult  to  maintain  that  percentage  per 
capita  because  they  haven't  been  able  to  make  use  of  as  much  of  the 
Federal  power  as  corporations  or  as  labor.  I  would  not  want  to  see  a 
competitive  race  for  the  grabbing  off  of  Federal  power.  It  is  absolutely 
essential  in  grabbing  of f.  a  share  of  the  Federal  power  that  our  general 
welfare  not  be  brought  to  a  standstill.  The  best  way  is  for  the  farmers 
to  get  their  fair  share  of  the  power,  but  they  must  not  get  into  a 
position  that  puts  them  into  a  bad  frame  of  mind  concerning  it.  It  is 
easy  for  organizations  —  when  they  strive  to  get  hold  of  Federal  power  — 
to  develop  a  very  self-righteous,  fanatical  attitude.  I  hope  we  never 
become  quite  so  fanatical  in  our  approach  as  some  of  the  other  groups. 

I  don't  think  we  will. 


■  *  *  *  *  * 

Ue  don't  want  to  turn  back  the  hands  of  time.  Xle  want  to  utilize 
all  that  science  can  bring  us.  If  we  are  to  do  that,  we  are  compelled 
to  work  with  each  other  to  develop  the  necessary  social  and  economic 
mechanisms.  The  great  need  now  is  to  develop  an  economic  democracy,  even 
as  during  the  past  150  years  we  developed  a  political  democracy.  In  the 
process  of  developing  an  economic  democracy,  we  will  be  putting  a  breath 
of  life  into  our  political  democracy.  Yfe  all  know  how  our  parties  in 
their  precinct  meetings  have  tended  to  become  mere  machines  without  ex¬ 
pressing  in  many  cases  the  vitality  we  would  like.  Few  of.  us  bother  to 
go  to  a  precinct  party  meeting.  In  the  Middle  T7est  we  do  find  very  real 
value  in  our  township  community  meetings.  As  I  see  it  here,  during  this 
past  year  that  real  spank  is  coming  into  being  in  the  Northeast.  Under 
the  old  program  you  didn't  have  much  interest,  because  it  wasn't  set  up 
to  meet  your  needs.  Now  it  is  set  up  to  meet  your  needs.  I  want  to  say 
I  am  glad  that  that  is  the  case. 

JLJLJt 
7 TTT 


NORTHEASTERN  SPRING  CONFERENCE,  AGRICULTURAL  CONSERVATION  PROGRAM 


V 


^  \  bn-A 
bureau  or 
AGRlCUl  TURAi.  tCUrtOMICS 

JpA 

T  O*'  *S**£>? 


arks  of  A.  G.  Black,  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 


Present  Effedts  of  program 


Present  feed  shortages  and  prices  are  primarily  the  effect 
of  two  great  droughts,  and  not  the  effect  of  either  the  old  AAA 
programs  or  the  conservation  program. 


Last  year  under  the  conservation  program  some  20  to  30  mil¬ 
lion  acres  were  shifted  from  soil-depleting  crops  to  soil-conserving 
crops.  Perhaps  10  million  of  those  acres  were  in  the  Corn  Belt. 

The  others  were  very  largely  in  the  Wheat  section  and  in  the  Cotton 
section. 


In  the  South,  most  of  the  shifts  were  from  cotton  into  food 
and  feed  crops  for  home  use.  Those  shifts  had  little  or  no  effect 
on  the  commercial  marketing  situation,  for  the  South  does  not  produce 
enough  food  and  feed  for  its  own  needs.  Such  increases  in  the  South 
will  merely  feed  the  people  and  their  animals  Letter  than  they  have 
Been  fed. 

In  the  wheat  country,  the  principal  shift  is  in  the  dry  land 
country  and  is  toward  pasture  or  forage.  Acreage  yields  there  are 
not  high  and  the  effect  could  "be  ea.sily  overestimated.  In  the  Corn 
Belt,  the  shift  is,  in  general,  from  high  yielding  to  lower  yielding 
feed  crops. 

As  near  as  we  can  tell,  the  net  results  of  the  shifts  tnat 
have  taken  place  thus  far  just  about  offset  one  another.  That  is, 
the  decrease  of  feed  units  in  the  Corn  Belt  directly  offsets  the 
possible  increases  in  feed  units  in  the  other  territory.  They  so 
nearly  balance  that  no  one  is  justified  in  saying  that  there  has  been 
a  sharp  increase  or  a  sharp  decrease. 

Long  Range  Effects  of  Program 

Shifting  will  probably  take  place  from  the  poorer  lands  first. 
The  removal  of  the  poorer  lands  from  cultivation  means  there  is  to  be 
a  higher  average  yield  on  the  remaining  land.  Ordinarily,  producing 
on  lands  of  higher  productivity  means  a  lower  cost  of  production,  and 
somewhat  better  income  for  farmers  on  that  account. 


There  should  result  a  gradually  improving  yield  situation,  as 
a  result  of  fertilization,  as  a  result  of  better  practices,  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  eliminating  some  of  the  soil-depleting  crops  and  having  their 
places  taken  by  soil- improving  crops.  Those  changes  don't  take  place 
rapidly  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  but  there  is  bound  to  be  such  an 
effect  if  the  program  is  followed  over  a  period  of  8  or  10  years. 


m\  o  i  Nnr 
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Some  have  assumed  that  all  of  the  possible  increase  of  hay 
and  pasture  will  go  into  dairy  production.  I  don’t  know  that  there 
is  any  reason  to  tnink  that.  It  certainly  won’t  happen  in  the 
Middle  West.  The  Middle  West  goes  into  dairy  production  under  cir¬ 
cumstances  when  prices  for  feed  are  so  low  that  they  have  to  do 
something  else  in  order  to  live.  That’s  what  happened,  of  course, 
during  the  ’Twenties.  In  the  State  of  Iowa  for  example,  acreage 
of  pasture  decreased  about  15  percent.  Production  of  creamery 
butter  increased  about  175  percent.  So  I  don’t  think  that  a  small 
increase  in  the  proportion  of  hay  and  pasture  in  the  State  of  Iowa 
is  going  to  have  any  material  effect  on  dairy  production  one  way 
or  the  other.  There  are  other  more  important  factors  that  bring 
about  increases  or  decreases  in  dairy  production. 

As  nearly  as  we  can  tell  at  this  time,  we  don’t  see  that 
there  is  very  much  cause  for  being  concerned  about  possible  in¬ 
creases  in  production  of  feed  crops.  We  do  believe  there  is  sure 
to  be  an  increased  production  over  a  period  of  years.  Nothing  in 
the  immediate  future  should  give  any  cause  for  concern . 

We  don’t  feel  that  the  present  conservation  program  can 
correct  possible  gluts  of  certain  commodities  in  favorable  years. 
Situations  of  tha.t  kind  cjin’t  be  taken  care  of  by  the  machinery  of 
the  present  conservation  programs.  Over  a  period  of  years,  however, 
programs  of  the  present  type  certainly  do  tend  to  give  us  a  better 
balanced  production,  and  certainly  a  more  stable  production  year  by 
year . 


NORTHEASTER!!  SPRING  CONFERENCE,  AGRICULTURAL  CONSERVATION  PROGRAM 
Remarks  of  H.  R.  Tolley,  Administrator, 

Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration. 

Aims  of  the  Program 

In  general,  the  "broad,  objectives  of  our  Conservation  Program 
are  saving  and  building  up  the  fertility  of  the  farm  land  of  the 
country,  and  making  farming  more  profitable  so  that  farm  people  can 
live  better.  I  am  not  attempting  to  say  that  the  Conservation  Pro¬ 
gram  —  even  a  perfect  conservation  program  —  is  the  only  thing  that 
is  needed  in  order  to  make  agriculture  and  agricultural  incomes  and 
standards  of  living  all  we  would  like  for  them  to  be.  The  Conserva¬ 
tion  program,  to  my  mind,  is  being  administered  so  that  it  will  con¬ 
tribute  just  as  much  as  possible  to  that  end. 

The  Ever-Normal  Granary  Plan 

The  ever-normal  granary  is  the  plan  of  Secretary  Wallace  more 
than  any  other  man.  It  represents  his  thoughts  as  to  the  answers  to 
the  problems  that  you  have  raised  here,  plus  answers  to  the  problem 
I  haven't  mentioned  here  -  the  protecting  of  consumers'  interests. 

The  Ever-Normal  Granary  program  consists  of  four  steps  .  One 
of  them  is  continuing  the  Conservation  program.  But  is  the  Conserva¬ 
tion  program  itself  enough  to  keep  supplies  of  soil-depleting  crops  in 
balance  with  demand,  and  will  it  insure  that  supplies  won't  get  too 
far  on  the  other  side?  The  things  you  have  just  talked  about  indicate 
that  the  Conservation  program  by  itself,  on  account  of  uncertainty  of 
the  weather,  is  not  enough  to  keep  supplies  in  balance  year  after  year 

The  second  step  in  this  program  is  the  plan  for  filling  up  the 
granaries  of  the  country  through  loans  to  producers  of  feed  crops  - 
wheat,  cotton,  and  so  on.  Tie  are  talking  about  corn.  With  this  plan 
in  effect,  if  we  had  a  crop  of  corn  in  '37  of  2-l/2  billion  bushels, 
the  Government  would  offer  to  loan  to  farmers  money  on  their  corn  if 
they  would  store  the  com  in  the  bins  and  in  the  granaries,  keeping  it 
off  the  market  when  it  is  not  needed,  and  saving  it  until  the  time  when 
it  is  needed.  Thus,  the  second  step  is  filling  up  the  granaries  with 
the  aid  of  loans  to  farmers. 

The  third  step  —  sometime  the  granaries  will  get  full .  Suppose 
we  had  two  or  three  years  of  very  good  weather.  The  third  step  is  a 
program  which  would  adjust  acreage  whenever  the  granaries  are  full  — 
similar  to  the  old  Triple  A  of  1933  and  1934.  That  is  step  number  3. 

Then  there  is  a  last  step  -  definite  control  of  production  -  to 
protect  the  government  and  farmers  if  and  when  the  granaries  over-run. 
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SUMMARY  OP  DAIRY  C0NFER3NCS 

Warren  Whittier,  Chairman 


It  is  the  consensus  of  opinion  of  the  dairy  grouo  that  the  Soil 
Conservation  Program  as  now  operating  has  the  general  approval  of  the 
dairymen  of  the  Northeast  Region.  Some  apprehension  has  Been  expressed 
that  the  program  may  result  in  an  increase  in  commercial  milk  production 
in  this  region  and  possibly  in  other  regions  as  well.  The  conference  be¬ 
lieves  that  it  is  unlikely  that  such  an  increase  will  materialize  in  the 
near  future.  It  is  suggested,  however,  that  this  question  be  the  subject 
of  continued  study. 

It  is  strongly  recommended  that  in  the  Soil  Conservation  Program 
emphasis  be  placed  upon  substitution  of  better  quality  roughage  in  part  for 
purchased  concentrates  so  that  the  cost  of  production  may  be  reduced  rather 
than  the  volume  increased. 

The  dairy  group  strongly  commends  the  Federal  program  for  the  removal 
of  surplus  dairy  products  and  recommends  its  continuance,  particularly  the 
removal  of  surplus  supplies  of  butter,  cheese,  dry  and.  evaporated  milk  which 
at  times  depress  price  levels. 

The  industry  also  commends  the  Federal  program  for  bovine  disease 
control  and  recommends  its  continuation  upon  the  present  basis. 

It  is  further  recommended  that  the  individual  States  cooperate  by 
appropriating  the  funds  necessary  for  supplemental  indemnity  payments. 

It  is  the  consensus  of  opinion  of  this  group  that  the  principle  of 
permissive  marketing  agreements  and.  orders  for  milk  and  its  products  should 


receive  the  full  support  of  the  dairy  industry. 
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A  review  of  the  farm  woodland  and  sugar  maple  orchard  problems  of  this 
Region  by  the  Forestry  Group,  and  an  attempt  to  determine  the  proper  part  these 
woodlands  should  take  in  the  entire  Agricultural  Conservation  Program,  indicated 
the  desirability  of  presenting  to  the  General  Conference  the  following  facts  and 
opinions: 

(1)  Farm  woodlands  cover  15  million  acres  or  30^o  of  the  entire  farm  land 
area  of  the  nine  States  of  this  Region;  and  they  cover  7  l/2  million  acres  or 
40^  of  the  total  farm  land  area  of  our  six  New  England  States. 

(2)  It  is  the  opinion  of  those  who  have  studied  this  matter  that  the 
value  of  the  wood  products  removed  annually  from  our  farm  woodlands  would  be 
increased  250  -  300^  if  these  woodlands  were  handled  under  proper  management. 

(3)  It  is  felt  that  the  grazing  of  farm  woodlands  has,  in  general,  been 
decidedly  detrimental  to  the  productivity  of  our  woodlands.  While  the  injury 
done  has  varied  according  to  the  timber  species  and  the  amount  of  grazing  in¬ 
volved,  special  attention  should  be  given  to  encouraging  the  exclusion  of 
grazing  from  woodlands  in  those  States  and  areas  where  such  practice  is  injurious 
to  the  woodland  concerned. 

(4)  In  the  development  and  improvement  of  farm  woodland,  due  consideration 
should  be  given  to  the  value  of  such  improvements  from  game  management  and 
recreational  standpoints,  which  are  often  vital  factors  in  increasing  the  value 

of  the  farm  as  a  whole. 

(5)  It  is  felt  essential  'that  the  woodland  acreage  of  our  farms  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  component  part  of  the  farm.  Proper  provision  for  obtaining  the 
necessary  improvement  in  our  farm  woodlands  is  deemed  well  justified  as  a  vital 
part  of  the  present  Agricultural  Conservation  Program.  Any  comprehensive  plan 
to  obtain  and  maintain  maximum  fertility  and  productivity  of  our  farmland 
acreage  as  a  whole  should  give  due  consideration  to,  and  provide  adequately 
for,  placing  and  maintaining  the  woodland  area  in  a  similar  condition  of 
fertility  and  productivity. 

(6)  The  objective  is  to  handle  the  woodland  as  a  component  part  of 
the  farm  so  that  it  will  yield,  on  a  sustained  yield  basis,  maximum  annual 
returns  to  the  owner  and  to  the  community, 

(?)  At  present  all  woodland  improvement  practices  are  paid  for  from 
the  allowance  provided  by  other  portions  of  the  farm.  As  a  result  the  farm 
woodland  has  not  been  given  adequate  recognition  and  has  not  been  permitted  to 
share  properly  in  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program. 
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Careful  consideration,  "by  the  Forestry  Group,  of  the  above  facts, 
opinions  and  objectives  has  resulted  in  the  following  recommendations  which 
are  submitted  to  the  General  Conference  for  further  study  prior  to  the  formu¬ 
lation  of  our  1938  program. 

1.  The  1938  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  should  recognize  the 
importance  of  the  woodland  as  a  component  part  of  the  farm.  It  should  provide 
for  the  obtaining  and  maintaining  maximum  fertility  a.nd  productivity  of  our 
farm  woodland  by  establishment  of  a  suitable  allowance  for  our  farm  woodland 
acreage.  Action  on  this  matter  is  felt  to  be  an  essential  step  toward 
remedying  present  unsatisfactory  conditions  through  encouraging  proper  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  several  needed  woodland  improvement  practices. 

2.  The  benefit  payment  of  one  dollar  per  acre  for  excluding  livestock 
from  sugar  maple  orchards  which  have  normally  been  pa.stured,  now  authorized 
in  Vermont,  should  be  authorized  in  those  other  States  of  this  Region  having 
sugar  orchards. 

3.  The  States  and  Federal  Government  should  be  encouraged  to  provide 
increased  funds  for  the  raising  of  planting  stock  needed  to  plant  trees  under 
the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program.  Studies  are  needed  to  determine  the 
best  methods  of,  and  results  from,  raising  and  planting  of  hardwoods. 

4.  The  Land  Grant  Colleges  should  be  encouraged  to  train  County 
Agents,  Supervisors,  and  others  in  forestry  practices  so  that  they  will  oe 
able  to  inform  farm  woodland  owners  as  to  the  best  means  of,  and  results  to 
be  obtained  from,  the  application  of  the  farm  woodland  improvement  practices. 

5.  Consideration  should  be  given  to  the  possibility  and  desirability 
of  grouping  open  pasture  land  with  farm  woodland  when  determining  woodland 
allowance  acreage  in  order  to  simplify  the  measuring  or  mapping  of  the  woodland 
and  open  pasture  land  on  each  farm. 

6.  Consideration  should  be  given  by  the  A. A. A.  to  the  problem  of  the 
marketing  of  forest  products  from  farm  woodlands. 


A  review  of  the  woodland  improvement  action  taken  to  date  indicates 
that  the  Northeast  Region  has  been  a  leader  in  recognizing  the  farm  woodland 
problems,  and  in  initiating  action  to  improve  woodlands  through  planting, 
fencing  and  timber  stand  improvement  benefits  under  our  Agricultural  Conser¬ 
vation  Program.  The  Forestry  group  feels  that  the  action  taken  to  date  is 
excellent,  but  it  is  also  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  inadequate  to  handle 
properly  the  job  to  be  done. 


Northeast  Region 

Agricultural  Conservation  Program 
Spring  Conference  -  Hotel  Barbizon  Plaza 
New  York  City  -  April  16  &  17,  1937 

SUMMARY  OP  PHJIT  CONFERENCE 
Ralph  Kohl,  Chairman 

The  Fruit  Committee  representing  the  nine  states  included  in  the 
Northeast  Region,  approve  the  statement  of  policy  as  drafted  hy  the 
General  Committee  for  this  region.  They  also  approve  the  1937  program  as 
it  relates  to  the  Fruit  Industry  of  these  States. 

He  appreciate  that  our  Fruit  Growers  have  received  greater  recogni¬ 
tion  under  the  present  program,  hut  there  are  still  many  problems  left  un¬ 
solved.  One  of  these  is  the  matter  of  credit. 

There  are  many  farmers  whose  farm  allowance  ranges  from  one  to  six 
hundred  dollars,  and  because  of  conditions  beyond  their  control,  are  unable 
to  obtain  local  credit.  Tie,  therefore,  recommend  that  loans  larger  than 
those  granted  by  Resettlement  in  collaboration  with  Soil  Conservation  be 
made  available  to  those  who  require  larger  loans,  either  through  Resettle¬ 
ment  or  some  other  agency. 


The  problem  of  adjusting  the  future  supply  of  fruit  to  the  probable 
demand,  both  domestic  and  export,  was  considered.  He  believe  that  more  en¬ 
couragement  should  be  given  to  the  removal  of  those  orchards  and  vineyards 
which  are  unprofitable  because  of  unsuitable  soils,  sites,  and  varieties 
and  which  are  a  menace  to  the  industry  from  a  production  and  marketing 
standpoint . 

The  committee  wishes  to  encourage  the  continuance  of  the  Administra¬ 
tion'  s  policy  of  purchasing  distressed  commodities  and  diverting  them 
through  relief  or  other  channels. 

One  of  the  problems  which  confronts  the  Fruit  Growers  is  the  control 
of  mice  in  orchards.  This  problem  has  been  increased  by  the  mulching 
practices  sponsored  by  this  program.  Tie  recommend  a  practice  for  the  con¬ 
trol  of  mice  in  commercial  orchards. 

Another  problem  in  many  fruit  sections  of  the  North  East  is  the  con¬ 
trol  of  cedar  rust.  This  is  a  serious  problem  because  it  involves  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  red  cedar,  which  is  the  alternate  host  of  the  cedar  rust  fungus, 
from  land  tributary  to  apple  orchards.  Such  practice  would  further  the 
economic  use  of  this  orchard  land  and  conserve  it  for  the  purpose  to  which 
it  is  inherently  best  suited.  Tie  ask  that  a  study  be  made  of  this  problem, 
to  the  end  that  assistance  may  be  given  to  the  apple  industry  through  this 
program. 


The  committee  finds  that  large  acreages  of  cranberries,  both  in 
New  Jersey  and  Massachusetts,  are  being  abandoned  or  are  facing  extinction 
because  of  serious  inroads  of  insects  and  diseases  and  impoverished  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  soil.  Such  bogs  could  be  restored  to  a  state  of  profitable 
production  by  allowing  the  water  to  remain  thereon  till  July  10th  to  15th, 
thereby  eliminating  the  crop  for  that  year,  with  the  result  that  all 
diseases  and  insects  are  destroyed  and  the  fertility  of  the  soil  restored. 
The  cranberry  growers  of  the  North  East  request  that  such  a  practice 
carrying  a  suitable  payment,  be  incorporated  in  the  program. 


Northeast  Region 

Agricultural  Conservation  Program 
Spring  Conference  -  Hotel  Barth zon  Plaza 
New  York  City  -  April  16  &  17,  1937. 


SUMMARY  OF  POTATO  CONFERENCE 

Roy  Porter,  Chairman 
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The  conference  of  potato  growers 

1.  Approves  of  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  in  its 
present  form  and.  favors  its  continuance. 

2.  Pavors  continuance  of  marketing  agreements  so  that  they  may 
he  available  to  areas  which  find,  a  need  for  their  utilization. 

3.  Pavors  the  establishment  of  uniform  federal  grades,  the  marking 
of  packages  as  to  their  true  grade  content  and  the  enforcement  thereof. 

4.  Pavors  the  control  of  interstate  movement  of  low  grades  of 
potatoes  as  conditions  may  justify. 

5.  Pavors  a  more  complete  and  accurate  system  of  crop  reporting 
including  production,  utilization,  exports,  and  imports  information  derived 
from  basic  data  not  now  available. 

6.  Pavors  a  research  program  to  develop  and  expand  present  or  new 
uses  for  potatoes;  furthermore,  favors  a  tax  on  the  industry  for  this 
purpose  if  necessary. 

7.  Does  not  favor  an  acreage  diversion  program  for  production 
control,  but  does  favor  practice  payments  for  green-manure  crops  and  other 
means  which  will  induce  the  resting  of  intensively  cropped  potato  land. 

8.  Pavors  national  advertising,  financed  by  an  industry  tax  to 
sustain  per— capita  consumption  and  avoid  surpluses. 

9.  Pavors  a  broadening  and  strengthening  of  the  Agricultural 
Conservation  Program  in  the  direction  of  erosion  control  by  approved 
methods,  also  reforestation  and  the  retirement  of  marginal  crop  land  by 
payments  sufficient  to  compensate  the  producer  for  the  sacrifice  made. 

10.  Pavors  a  national  potato  institute  with  local,  state,  and 
regional  organizations. 

11.  Pavors  coordination  of  all  potato  activity  and  the  accumula¬ 
tion  of  all  potato  information  by  a  potato  committee,  made  up  of  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  various  departments  and  bureaus  within  such  departments 
of  the  Federal  government;  and  furthermore,  favors  the  coordination  of 
potato  activity  and  the  accumulation  of  potato  information  from  the 
various  Sta.tes  by  this  committee,  to  the  end  that  the  potato  industry 
shall  have  a  reliable  central  source  of  accurate  information  which  is 
not  available  at  this  time. 
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Northeast  Region 

Agricultural  Conservation  Program 
Spring  Conference  -  Hotel  Be.rbizon  plaza 
New  York  City  -  April  16  &  17,  1937 


SUMMARY  OP  POULTRY  CONFERENCE 


Ralph  Graham,  Chairman 
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Believing  that  a  grain  price  stabilized  on  a  reasonable  level  would  be 
beneficial  to  Northeast  poultrymen,  and  in  the  interests  of  American  agricul¬ 
ture  as  a  whole,  we  heartily  endorse  the  principle  of  the  Ever  Normal  Granary. 
In  the  event  of  the  passage  of  legislation  establishing  an  Ever  Normal  Granary, 
we  would  respectfully  request  that  poultrymen  as  large  users  of  grain  be  per¬ 
mitted  a  voice  in  the  setting  up  of  the  plan. 


Because  of  the  large  number  of  individual  farm  units  in  the  Northeastern 
section,  and  the  relatively  small  amount  of  the  individual  farm  allowance,  and 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  our  tillage  land  is  small  as  compared  with  our  total 
farm  acreage,  we  urge  that  the  administrative  costs  associated  with  the 
carrying  out  of  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  of  the  States  in  the 
Northeastern  section  be  met  out  of  the  general  allotment  fund,  rather  than 
charged  against  the  individual  farm  allowance.  We  believe  that  this  would 
greatly  add  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  program  in  the  Northeast  section 
and  enable  our  farmers  to  more  effectively  carry  out  the  intent  of  the  Act. 

We  urge  the  continuance  of  the  purchase  of  surplus  eggs  and  poultry 
products  under  Section  32  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  when  critical 
market  situations  arise. 


In  order  that  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  may  be  helpful 
to  commercial  poultrymen,  and  to  encourage  the  greater  use  of  poultry 
manure  for  growing  soil-conserving  crops,  we  recommend  the  purchase  and 
use  of  poultry  manure  as  an  approved  practice.  The  rate  of  payment  to  be 
$2.00  per  ton. 

That  the  minimum  soil-building  allowance  for  commercial  poultry 
farm  of  10  acres  or  less  and/or  by  a  farm  that  derives  not  less  than  60 
percent  of  the  gross  income  from  poultry  products  be  $50.00. 

That  the  soil-building  allowance  be  earned  by  following  a  farm  plan 
set  up  by  the  respective  State  committees  which  plan  will  embody  sound 
sanitation  practices  of  range  rotation,  seeding,  liming  and  fencing,  which 
will  result  in  the  development  of  healthy  young  stock  and  the  reduction 
of  diseases  affecting  poultry. 


Northeast  Region 

Agricultural  Conservation  Program 
Spring  Conference  -  Hotel  Barbizon  Plaza 
New  York  City  -  April  16  and  17,  1937 


Commissioner  Olcott  P,  King,  Chairman 


REPORT  OP  TOBACCO  CONFERENCE 
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The  conservation  program  for  the  region  this  year  continued  the 
adjustment  of  tobacco  acreage  and  worked  in  soil-building  with  it.  Your 
committee  considered  principally  the  problem  of  the  need  for  continued 
acreage  control. 

Reports  from  all  the  States  indicated  an  increase  of  production 
well  within  requirements  of  the  tobacco  industry  for  the  types  of  tobacco 
grown  in  the  different  States.  Stocks  are  at  normal  or  below  and  demand 
increasing.  This  has  reference  to  cigar  leaf  types  of  the  Northern  areas. 

Production  facilities  are  such,  however,  that  cigar  leaf  tobacco 
could  easily  be  increased  so  that  supplies  would  again  be  burdensome  and 
the  growing  of  the  crop  unprofitable. 

The  producers  present  expressed  the  confidence  of  themselves  and 
their  neighbors  in  Federal  control  of  tobacco  production,  as  a  means  of 
preventing  violent  price  changes. 

The  belief  was  expressed  that  the  control  features  of  the  Conserva¬ 
tion  program,  while  meeting  the  needs  of  the  present  situation,  would  be 
inadequate  if  supplies  should  again  exceed  the  demand  for  the  crop. 

The  members  of  the  committee  expressed  the  desire  to  have  con¬ 
tinued  Federal  control  of  the  tobacco  crop. 

Some  thought  that  the  marketing  agreement  plan  of  the  shade  tobacco 
growers  could  be  adapted  to  the  growing  of  other  types  of  tobacco.  All  were 
much  interested  in  the  possibility  for  tobacco  control  under  the  proposed 
"Four  Point  Program"  of  the  Ever  Norma,l  Granary. 

Tobacco  growers  having  once  established  a  reliable  source  of  infor¬ 
mation  about  stocks  on  hand  and  the  ajnount  of  acreage  advisable  to  grow 
each  year,  wish  to  have  that  service  continued. 
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Agricultural  Conservation  Program  '  ^uO»Vc 

Spring  Conference  -  Hotel  Barbizon  Plaza  ** 

New  York  City  -  Aoril  16  &  17,  1937 

SUMMARY  OP  VEGETABLE  CONFERENCE 

Henry  Marquart,  Chairman 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  intensive  vegetable  growers'  problems, 
we  make  the  following  recommendations  which  embrace  good  farming  practices  in  the 
building  up  and  maintaining  of  soil  fertility  whereby  the  intensive  vegetable 
grower  can  participate  in  soil  conservation  to  the  extent  of  his  soil-building 
allowance,  and  that  practices  recommended  apply  for  the  1937  season  where  feasiole. 
1st :  We  recommend  that  payments  be  made  on  approved  mulches  on  vegetable  farms. 
2nd:  That  a  payment  be  made  for  growing  a  green  cover  crop  in  strawberries. 

3rd:  That  a  payment  be  made  for  nitrogen,  phosphoric  acid  and  potash  used  in  the 
growing  of  a  green  cover  crop. 

4th;  That  green  sweet  corn  stalks  plowed  or  disked  under  be  considered  as  a  green- 
manure  crop. 

5th;  That  payments  for  green  cover  crops  used  in  vegetable  land  and  taking  the 
place  of  vegetable  crops  be  made  adequate  to  recompense  the  growers  for  such 
sacrifice . 

6th:  That  land  under  glass  on  vegetable  farms  be  included  in  the  farm  allowance. 

We  further  recommend  that  a  similar  conference  be  called  at  some  later  date, 
after  economic  changes  now  going  on  due  to  labor  unrest  and  the  consequent  higher 
costs  of  production  can  be  adequately  measured.  At  such  time  further  recommenda¬ 
tions  may  be  made  relative  to  marketing  agreements  and  other  vital  factors  peitain— 
ing  to  marketing. 

We  respectfully  request  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  make  surveys, 
and  that  such  information  be  supplied  as  to  how  this  conservation  program  is 
being  taken  up  by  competing  areas  growing  vegetables  in  the  West  and  South. 

The  increase  in  vegetable  acreage  as  brought  out  in  our  meeting  caused  us  grave 


concern . 
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Some  Facts  Concerning  Potatoes 


A.  E.  Mercker- 
Senior  Marketing  Specialist 


Prepared  for  discussion  of  the  Potato  Problem 
by  the  State  Conservation  Committeemen 
at  the  Northeast  Division  A.  A.  A.  conference 
New  York  City,  April  16  and  17,  1937 


Not  for  publication 


Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration 
Washington,  D.  C. 

April,  1937 
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POTATO  eUTLOQK  1937 


The  United.  States  potato  acreage  intended  for  harvest  in  1937 
is  indicated  at  5*7$  larger  than  the  3,058,200  acres  harvested  in 
1936.  If  the  growers  plant  3 >231', 900  acres*,  as  indicated  on  March  1, 
and  if  yields  should  he  average,  (H3  bushels  1923-32  average),  the 
United  States  1937  production  of  potatoes  would  he  about  365,200,000 
bushels  which  is  35,200,000  bushels,  or  11$  more  than  a  small  193*5 
crop.  A  crop  of  this  size  should  average  about  80  -  85  cents  per 
bushel  United  States  farm  price.  If  yields  should  average  10 7  "bu¬ 
shels  (which  is  the  1932-36  average)  ,  a  crop  of  about  3^+5 ,000, 000 
bushels  would  be  produced,  which  should  result  in  a  farm  price  of 
around  $1.00  per  bushel.  If  the  maximum  yields  of  124  bushels  should 
be  obtained  from  the  indicated  acreage,  a  crop  of  400,000,000  bushels 
would  be  produced,  which  would  result  in  a  farm  price  of  about  60  - 
65  cents  per  bushel.  The  1936  United  States  estimated  farm  price  is 
$1,11  per  bushel. 

Plantings  in  the  commercial  eight  Early  states  are  149,800 
acres s  the  largest  on  record,  and  40$  ever  the  1936  plantings,  and 
22$  larger  than  the  I92S-32  average.  The  total  acreage  for  planting 
in  the  commercial  areas  of  the  19  Early,  Second  Early  and  Interme¬ 
diate'  states  is  336,320  acres,  an  increase  of' 63,000  acres,  or  23$ 
above  that  planted  in  1936.  This  increase  is  equivalent  to  a  2$ 
increase  for  the'Unitcd  States.  Marketings  of  these  early  potatoes 
are  not  expected  to  increase  over  average  marketings  until  about 
the  middle  of, May.  .Offsetting  the.  larger  prospectiye  supply  of  new 
potatoes  is  a  greatly  reduced  supply  of  old  potatoes,  the  weekly 
marketings  of  which  will  drop  of.f  sharply  during  April  and  be  of 
very  small  quantities  the  last  half  of  May  and  June.  The  rate  at 
which  growers  in  the  Early,  Second  Early  and  Intermediate  states 
market  their  potatoes  will  have  a  material  effect  on  prices  they 
receive.  Potatoes  in  these  areas  are  more  highly  perishable  than 
late  crop  potatoes  and  their  rate  of  marketing  is  rapid.  If  this 
movement  becomes  too  rapid  prices  may  be  depressed,  to  levels  that 
;may  be  too  low  in  view  of  the  total  supply  situation. 

i  .  *  •  . 

If  (I923-32)  average  yields  are  obtained,  with  normal  dis¬ 
tribution,  a  crop  of  about  126,000,000  would  be  produced  in  the  13 
Eastern  Late  and  Intermediate  states,  which  is  about  2,000,000  bu¬ 
shels  less  than-  the'  crop  produced'  in  1936.  If  the  5’*year  average 
(1932-36)  yields  are  obtained,  a  crop  of  about  133,000,000  bushels 
would  be  produced  in  this  group : of  states,  which  is  about  5,000,000, 
or  3 $  more  than  that  produced  in  1936.  Yields  in  1936  la  the  North¬ 
eastern  Late  and  Intermediate  states  averaged  149. 5  bushels  per  acre. 

If  growers  realize  80  -  85  cents  per  bushel  for  their  1937 
crop,  they  can  be  expected  to  plant  about  3,552,020  acres  in  193&> 
which  is  about  400,000  acres  more  than  is  desired  if  growers  are 
to  receive  fair  returns  from  their  potato  crop. 


F'OTJ'  TOl\.S  :  Uni  "ted  States  -  Production,  acreage,  and  yield,  and  changes  from  previous 
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Source :  Crop  Reporting  Board 

\/  Fla.,  Go,.  5  N.  C.,  S.  C.  ,  Ala.,  Ark.,  La.,  Miss.  ,  Okla.  ,  Tenn.  ,  Tex. 
2/  Acroago  harvested. 


POTATOES:  Acreage,  yield,  production,  and  farm  price,  1909-1-1936 


North 

Atlantic 

States  2/ 

Rhode 

I s 1 and 

Yield 

Yield 

Year 

Acreage 

per 

Production 

Acreage 

per 

pr  oduc  tier. 

Farm 

acre 

acre 

price 

1,000 

1,000 

0 

0 

0 

rH 

1,000 

Cents 

acres 

Bushels 

bushels 

acres 

Bushels 

bushels 

per  bu. 

1909 

962 

124 

119,455 

5 

119 

595 

98 

1910 

966 

123 

118,396 

5 

140 

700 

76 

1911 

924 

97 

89,891 

4 

106 

424 

110 

1912 

917 

136 

124,830 

4 

138 

552 

100 

1913 

934 

117 

109,565 

4 

125 

500 

79 

1914 

946 

145 

157,477 

4 

155 

620 

S3 

1915 

933 

102 

94,843 

4 

111 

444 

■60 

1916 

858 

108 

92,672 

3 

90 

270 

135 

1917 

997 

114 

113,598 

4 

143 

572 

180 

1918 

901 

107 

96,273 

3 

135 

405 

155 

1919 

829 

120.5 

99,908 

3 

100 

300 

205 

1920 

844 

134.1 

113,180 

3 

105 

315 

279 

JL021 

842 

124.4 

104,742 

3 

115 

345 

139 

1922 

849 

123,3 

104,713 

3 

90 

270 

127 

1923 

761 

137.5 

104,668 

2 

145 

290 

175 

1924 

758 

158 

119,830 

2.2 

130 

286 

114 

1925 

680 

130 

88,401 

2 

125 

250 

204 

1926 

636 

150 

95,612 

2.2 

150 

330 

166 

1927 

701 

139 

97,567 

2.2 

100 

220 

134 

1928 

746 

146 

108,952 

2.2 

110 

242 

90 

1929 

687 

151 

103.,  737 

2 

127 

254 

185 

1930 

689 

152 

105,072 

2.4 

195 

468 

124 

1931 

719 

172 

123,441 

2.9 

150 

435 

91 

1932 

732 

154 

112,721 

3.0 

160 

480 

74 

1933 

705 

158 

111,261 

3.2 

180 

576 

145 

1934 

787 

186 

146,252 

3.8 

185 

705 

62 

1935 

759 

143 

108,794 

4.1 

175 

718 

82 

1936 

697 

166 

115,830 

4.0 

180 

720 

120 

1937 

4.3  1/ 

l/  Intentions,  March  1,  Crop  Reporting  Board. 

2/  Me.,  N.H.,  Vt.,  Mass.,  R.  I.,  Conn.,  N.Y.,  N.J.,  Pa. 
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POTATOZS:  Acreage,  yield,  production,  and  farm  price,  1 909-1 93S 


: 

Maine 

New  Hampshire 

:Year 

Yield 

Farm 

Yivjld 

Farm 

Acreage 

per 

Produc ti en 

price 

Acreage 

per 

Production 

price 

acre 

acre 

1,000 

1,000 

Cents 

1,000 

1,000 

Cents 

acres 

Bushels 

bushels 

per 

acres 

Bushels 

bushels 

per 

bushei’ 

bushel 

1909 

136 

210 

28,560 

42 

17 

136 

2,312 

60 

1910 

131 

195 

25,545 

39 

17 

137 

2,329 

55 

1911 

120 

195 

23,400 

96 

16 

125 

2,000 

99 

1912 

120 

220 

26,400 

48 

16 

140 

2,240 

69 

1913 

138 

260 

35,880 

55 

16 

123 

1,968 

80 

1914 

143 

270 

38,610 

34 

16 

157 

2,512 

54 

1915 

137 

185 

25,345 

84 

15 

99 

1,485 

114 

1916 

125 

210 

26,250 

183 

12 

113 

1,356 

200 

1917 

146 

130 

18,980 

122 

16 

103 

1,648 

157 

1918 

122 

170 

20,740 

111 

15 

124 

1,860 

149 

1919 

118 

230 

27,140 

192 

14 

102 

1,428 

234 

1920 

123 

190 

23,370 

80 

14 

127 

1,778 

120 

1921 

133 

280 

37,240 

85 

13 

125 

1,625 

133 

1922 

150 

170 

25,500 

60 

13 

85 

1,105 

115 

1923 

122 

260 

31,720 

86 

11 

140 

1,540 

123 

1924 

138 

296 

40,848 

47 

10 

140 

1,400 

91 

1925 

126 

250 

31,500 

186 

9.5 

120 

1,140 

219 

1926 

125 

285 

35,  625 

115 

9.3 

130 

1,290 

162 

1927 

157 

230 

36,110 

98 

9.7 

125 

1,212 

136 

1928 

176 

220 

38,720 

42 

10.1 

110 

1,111 

80 

1929 

166 

292 

48,472 

122 

8.0 

145 

1,160 

162 

1930 

179 

250 

44,750 

73 

8.6 

175 

1,505 

102 

1931 

183 

258 

47,988 

25 

9.5 

160 

1,520 

61 

1932 

170 

238 

40,460 

25 

9.1 

160 

1,456 

55 

1933 

150 

280 

42,000 

70 

9.3 

175 

1,628 

107 

1934 

171 

324 

55,404 

20 

10.3 

172 

1,772 

54 

1935 

160 

240 

38,400 

66 

10o0 

115 

1,150 

91 

1936 

160 

275 

44,000 

85 

9.8 

170 

1,666 

120 

1937 

168  1 / 

10.6  1/ 

i/  Intentions  March  1,  Crop  Repotting  Board. 
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FCTATOES :  Acreage,  yield,  production,  and  farm  price,  1909-1936 


New  York 

Pennsylvania 

Yeai 

Acreage 

Yierd  per 

Production 

Farm 

Acreage 

Yield  per 

Production 

Farm 

acre 

price 

acre 

price 

1,000 

1,000 

Cents 

1,000 

1,000 

Cents 

acres 

Bushels 

bushels 

per  bu 

acres 

Bushels 

bushels 

per  bu 

1909 

394 

123 

40,462  • 

54 

262 

83 

21,746 

65 

1910 

395 

115 

45,820 

49 

270 

93 

25,110 

55 

1911 

375 

84 

31,500 

101 

265 

71 

18,815 

103 

1 912 

360 

.  126 

45,360 

61 

265 

114 

30,210 

59 

1913 

360 

82 

29 ,520 

81 

265 

90 

23,850 

81 

1914 

•  365 

130 

47,450 

50 

268 

95 

25,460 

62 

1915 

.  355 

72 

25,560 

87 

273 

8C 

21,840 

82 

1916 

■  310 

80 

24,6000 

185 

265 

77 

20,405 

172 

1917 

350 

114 

39,900 

123 

308 

96 

29,568 

129 

1918 

330 

102 

33, 6 CO 

130 

275 

76 

20,900 

149 

1919 

311 

105 

32,655 

199 

234 

95 

22,230 

191 

1920 

317 

125 

39,625 

90 

235 

113 

26,555 

109 

1921 

313 

103 

32,239 

119 

230 

78 

17,940 

137 

1922 

314 

108 

33,912 

73 

227 

104 

23, 608 

77 

1923 

289 

123 

35,547 

106 

216 

101 

21,816 

109 

1524 

291 

136 

39,576 

60 

207 

111 

22,977 

78 

1925 

251 

89 

22,339 

189 

197 

117 

23,049 

169 

1926 

223 

118 

26,314 

144 

190 

107 

20,330 

-148 

1927 

241 

110 

26,510 

124 

203 

110 

22,330 

122 

1928 

245 

117 

28,782 

66 

225 

127 

28,575 

65 

1929 

225 

98 

22,050 

156 

210 

107 

22,470 

157 

1930 

212 

117 

24,804 

100 

210 

95 

19,950 

119 

1931 

223 

139 

30,997 

47 

212 

135 

28,620 

53 

1932 

245 

135 

33,075 

49 

215 

110 

23,650 

48 

1933 

238 

123 

29,274 

103 

211 

113 

23,843 

111 

1934 

269 

143 

38,467 

40 

226 

145 

32, 770 

43 

1935 

253 

110 

27,830 

69 

224 

114 

25,536 

70 

1936 

220 

120 

26,400 

110 

199 

132 

26,268 

115 

1937 

231  1/ 

209  1/ 

l/  Intentions  Marr'-h  1,  Crop  Reporting  Board. 
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•O^-TOFS:  i  create,  yield,  production,  end  farm  price,  1909-1936 


Yer  r 

} a ssachusetts 

Connecticut 

.Acreage 

Yield 

per 

acre 

Production 

Farm 

price 

jcreatre 

ield 

per 

acre 

'reduction 

Fa  rm 
price 

■1,000 

1 ,  OOC 

Cents 

.1  ,  COO 

1,000 

Cents 

acres 

Bushels 

bushel s 

per 

acres 

Bushels 

bushels 

per 

bu. 

bu.. 

1909 

24 

121 

2,904 

88 

24 

112 

2,688 

78 

1910 

23 

114 

2,622 

73 

23 

110 

2, 530 

69 

1911 

22 

103 

2,266 

103 

22 

82 

1,804 

122 

1912 

22 

122 

2,684 

87 

22 

107 

2,354 

86 

1913 

22 

108 

2,376 

88 

19 

97 

1,843 

88 

1914 

22 

140 

3, 080 

84 

19 

129 

2,451 

67 

1915 

21 

98 

2,058 

80 

18 

97 

1,746 

103 

1916 

20 

97 

1,940 

143 

17 

101 

1,717 

2®8 

1917 

27 

119 

3,213 

183 

21 

117 

2,457 

157 

1918 

25 

127 

3,175 

171 

19 

103 

1,957 

167 

'1919 

22 

90 

1,980 

218 

19 

75 

1,425 

262 

1920 

22 

115 

2,530 

242 

17 

120 

2,040 

157 

1921 

18 

115 

2,070 

150 

16 

103 

1,648 

143 

1922 

17 

85 

1,445 

102 

16 

105 

1,680 

109 

1923 

14 

145 

2,030 

146 

14 

135 

1,890 

149 

1924 

13.8 

135 

1,863 

106 

15 

110 

1,650 

103 

1925 

14.5 

110 

1,595 

198 

13.6 

125 

1,700 

247 

1926 

13.4 

125 

1,675 

159 

14.3 

130 

1,859 

181 

1927 

14.5 

85 

1,232 

137 

14 

90 

1,260 

150 

1928 

13.6 

90 

1,224 

89 

14 

115 

1,610 

92 

1929 

11 

105 

1,155 

186 

12.5 

117 

1,462 

178 

1930 

11.7 

162 

1,895 

108 

12.4 

175 

2,170 

116 

1931 

13.5 

125 

1,688 

84 

14.3 

160 

2,280 

70 

1932 

14.0 

145 

2,050 

70 

14.3 

165 

2,370 

56 

1933 

16.5 

148 

2,442 

136 

16.0 

160 

2,560 

118 

1934 

18.7 

140 

2,618 

67 

18.4 

176 

3,238 

60 

1935 

18.7 

104 

1,945 

79 

18.6 

132 

2,455 

84 

1936 

16.1 

150 

2,415 

110 

16.7 

170 

2,839 

125 

1937 

' 17.2  1/ 

1/17.4 

!_/  Intentions,  Merch  1,  Crop  Reporting  Board, 
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POTATOES:  Acreage,  yield,  production,  and  farm  price,  1909-1936 


Re w  Jersey 

Vermont 

Yield 

Yield 

Year 

Acreage 

per 

Produc  tion 

Farm 

Acreage 

per 

Production 

Farm 

acre 

price 

acre 

price 

1 , 000 

1,000 

Cents 

1,000 

1,000 

Cents 

seres 

bushels 

bushels 

per 

acres 

bushels 

bushels 

per 

bu. 

bu. 

1909 

73 

110 

8,030 

84 

27 

154 

4,158 

43 

1910 

76 

137 

10,412 

63 

26 

128 

3,328 

48 

1911 

74 

95 

7,030 

101 

26 

102 

2,652 

97 

1912 

82 

137 

11,234 

68 

26 

146 

3,796 

59 

1913 

84 

122 

10, 248 

71 

26 

130 

3,  380 

72 

1914 

83 

162 

13,446 

68 

26 

148 

3,848 

47 

1915 

85 

164 

13,940 

43 

25 

97 

2,425 

94 

1916 

82 

163 

13,366 

109 

24 

107 

2,568 

173 

1917 

94 

148 

13,912 

146 

31 

108 

3,348 

122 

1918 

85 

127 

10,795 

173 

27 

103 

2,781 

128 

1919 

83 

125 

10,375 

183 

25 

95 

2,375 

241 

1920 

87 

156 

13,572 

148 

26 

130 

3,380 

117 

1921 

92 

95 

8,740 

152 

£4 

120 

2,880 

113 

1922 

86 

173 

14,878 

76 

23 

100 

2,300 

101 

1923 

73 

95 

6,935 

147 

20 

145 

2,900 

105 

1924 

62 

138 

8,556 

81 

19.1 

140 

2,674 

74 

1925 

49 

106 

5,194 

215 

17.2 

95 

1,634 

198 

1926 

41 

145 

5,945 

146 

18.6 

125 

2,325 

145 

1927 

42 

152 

6,384 

125 

18.4 

125 

2,300 

127 

1928 

42 

158 

6,636 

64 

17.1 

120 

2,052 

82 

1929 

38 

129 

4,902 

160 

14.5 

125 

1,812 

145 

1930 

38 

188 

7,144 

94 

15.1 

158 

2,386 

86 

1931 

42 

177 

7,434 

60 

17.4 

142 

2,471 

48 

1932 

46 

150 

6,900 

47 

16.5 

140 

2,310 

47 

1933 

45 

152 

6,840 

137 

l  n  9 

122 

2,098 

105 

1934 

52 

160 

8,320 

53 

18.5 

160 

2,960 

46 

1935 

52 

166 

8,632 

43 

18.5 

115 

2,128 

95 

1936 

55 

166 

9,130 

105 

16.5 

145 

2,392 

115 

1937 

58  1/ 

18.0  1/ 

l/  Intentions  March  1,  Crop  Reporting  Borrd. 
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POTATOES:  New  Hampshire  -  Production,  utilization,  and  carlot  shipments  available  for  sale 
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POTATOES:  Maine  -  Carloads  f.o.b.  shipping  point,  bulk  per  hundredweight,  Presque  Isle,  1921-22  to  1936-37. 
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Prices  do  not  include  Russet  lurbanics,  win ch  have  been  reported  in  appreciable  quantities  since  January  1930* 


Imports  of  potatoes  from  Canada  to  the  United  States 
from  January  19'29  to  February  1957?  inclusive 
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Exports  of  potatoes  from  the  United  States  to  Canada 
from  January  1929  to  February  1937*  inclusive 
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Average  6  years:  1772,917  bushels 
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POTATOES:  U.  S.  imports  certified,  seed  from  Canada 


Month 

1933 

193k 

1935 

1956 

1937 

Bushels. 

Bushels 

Bushels 

Bushels 

Bushels 

January 

25.219 

37,304 

0 

20,634 

2,258 

February 

0 

57,603  . 

14,650. 

8,202 

8,765 

March 

109,606 

60,941 

14,893 

188,919 

Auril 

12,l3S 

21,337 

6,017 

135,600 

May 

6,849 

6,5.82 

10,252 

19,9^ 

June 

6,019 

0 

2,444 

16, 655 

July 

C 

0 

0 

25 

August 

0 

0 

0 

2,492 

Seutember 

591 

3.188 

0 

2,671 

October 

7,284 

4,953 

0 

^9,523 

November 

107,621 

58,908 

37,218 

.  276,302 

December 

218,242 

3,792 

25,617 

8,405 

TOTAL 

494,469. 

254,608 

111,091 

729,370 

Source: 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  E.A.E. 


POTATOES:  United  States  -  Imports  from  Cuba  by  months  and  years 
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Source:  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
1/  White  or  Irish  potatoes. 
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1/  Subkect  revision 
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CANADA:  Imoort  duties  on  ootatoes 


Year  and  date  effective 


1/  General  tariff 


1906  -  1919  (June  5)  - 

1919  (June  6)  to  1921  (May'  27) 
1921  (May  28)  to  1923  (May  11) 

1923  (May  12) - 

1930  (May  2)  - 

19.50  (June  18)  -  --  --  --  - 

1930  (Sent.  17) - 

1936  (Jan.  1) - 


20#  per  "bushel 
Free 

2/  20#  per  "bushel 

3 J  35 #  ’Der  100  lhs  . 

4 /  50#  "oer  100  l"bs . 

4/  75#  per  100  lhs. 

3/  75#  uer  100  lhs. 

6/  75 #  Per  100  lhs.  Jj 


1 J  Applicable  to  imnorts  from  the  United  States. 

2/  Countervailing  duty  (when  imported  from  a  country  which  imooses  a 
customs  duty  on  potatoes  grown  in  Canada)  became  applicable  when 
U.  S.  Emergency  Tariff  of  May  1921  went  into  el  feet. 

3 J  Countervailing  duty  increased. 

4/  Provided  that  if  any  country  imooses  a  duty  on  potatoes  grown  or 
processed  in  end  imported  from  Canada ,  an  equal  duty  shall  he  im¬ 
posed  on  ootatoes  coming  "into  Canada  from  such  country. 

3/  Count erva.il ing  clause  omitted  hut  mp.de  dutie.hle  at  75 $  "Der  100  lhs. 

6J  U .  S.  -  Canadian  Trade  Agreement,  effective  Jan.  1,  19j>6- 

J]  Provided  that,  if  any  foreign  country  imposes  on  such  goods  the 
produce  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  duties  or  charges  more  onerous 
than  p.re  r>rescribed  by  this  item,  duties  equivalent  thereto  shall  he 
imoosed  on  the  like  goods  imported  into  Canada,  from  such  country. 
Ca.nada.  therefore  imooses  the  sa.me  duties  on  imoorts  of  potatoes  from 
the  United  States  as  we  imoose  on  ootatoes  from  Cana.da. 


U'.  S.  -'Inoort  duties  on  ootatoes 
Year  and  date  effective 

Tariff  Act  I909  -  25#  per  hu. 

Tariff  Act  1913  -  Potatoes  free 
Emcr.  Tariff  1921  -  25#  per  hu.  60  lhs. 

Tariff  Act  1922  -  5 0#  uer  cwt . 

Tariff  Act  1930  -  75^  Per  cwt ■  _ 

Under  U.  S.  Canadia.n  Agreement  effective  January  1,  19-?4 

Seed  oota.toes  white  cert. 

Dec.  -  Feb.  60#  cwt. 

■  .  Mar.  -  Nov.  45#  u  t. 

These  rates  apply  only  to  a  quota,  of 
750,000  hu.  in  any  yep,r 

All  other  ootatoes  remain  75 # 


POTATOES:  Available  commercial  supplies  merchantable  potatoes  for  marketing  January  1  to  Septemb 
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